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Colonization in Indiana. 


The following proceedings will | 
show what has been done by the | 
authorities of the State of Indiana, 
with reference to the Colonizing in| 
Liberia, at the expense of the State, 
of those free persons of color in 
that State who may desire assistance 
to enable them to emigrate. 

The law providing for a State 
Organization, approved April 28, 
1852, is as follows: 


An Act providing for the colonization of Ne- 
groes and Mulattoes and their descendants 








doard, and of State Treasurer and County 

Treasurers in relation thereto. 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the General 
Assembly of the State of Indiana, That for 
the purpose of colonizing Negroes, Mu- 
lattoes and their descendants that were re- 
sidents of this State on the first day of 
November, one thousaad eight hundred 
and fifty-one, and shall continue to reside 
in this State, that the sum of five thousand 
dollars is appropriated out of the State 
Treasury for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-two, together with all 
fines collected fer the violation x laws 
passed to out the provisions of article 
and the voluntary contribution received 
for said purposes, shall constitute a State 


colonization in Africa of said Negroes, 
Mulattoes and their descendants. 

Secr. 2. Three thousand dollars of the 
money «ppropriated out of the State Trea- 
sury shall be used for the purchase of land 
in Africa to be styled the Indiana Colony, 
which shall be appropriated in one hun- 
dred acre lots to such Negroes, Mulattoes, 
and their descendants, as designated in the 
first section of this act, as shal] emigrate 
| from this State to Africa, and occupy 
such land or control the same by resident 
acts of ownership, and first emigrants shall 
have first choice in location of certificates 
within said purchase, and the State Board 
of Colonization shal! determine from what 
points the measurement of said lands shall 
commence, and issue to emigrants such 
certificates for location as shall secure to 
them their just rights. And that all color- 
ed persons that have heretofore been sent 
to Liberia from this State by any Coloni- 
zation Society shall each be entitled to a 
certificate entitling them to ome hundred 
acres of land within the territory so pur- 
chased. 

Secr. 3. The State Board of Coloniza- 
tion are authorized to give to each Negro 
or Mulatto that shall be entitled to the 
benefit of this act, who shall emigrate to 
Africa, when they shail need aid for said 

urpose, the sum of fifty dollars out of the 
te Colonization fund, and said board 
shall determine the right of applicants, 
giving the erence to whole families 
when they desire it. 

Secr. 4. The County Treasurers of 
the several counties of this State shall _re- 
ceive all donations in money to aid Colo- 
apation ae may be ae anal take 

0 bequests, will or other- 
me of real estate or Gay manees whatever, 








ae fund, and- be applied to the 
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and in cases of such bequests other than { 


money, the board of county commissioners 
are hereby made a board of council in 
reference to such bequests, and shall in- 
struct the said Treasurer to take such steps 
as in their judgment will make the assets 
bring the most in money, and as converted 
to pay over to the State Treasurer as 
heretofore provided at the time required by | 
law they shall pay in the State revenue. 

Sect. 5. The Governor, Auditor and 
Secretary of State, shall ex officio constitute 
the State Board of Colonization and as 
such have full powers, by correspondence | 
with the officers of the Republic of Liberia || 
or other persons, to carry out the provis- | 
ions contemplated by the second section of | 
this act, in acquiring title to land in Africa, | 
and to do all other things contemplated 
they should, to carry out the provisions of 
this act, and shall report their proceedings | 
to each General Assembly of the State. | 

Secr. 6. Itshall be the duty of the | 
Treasurer of State to receive from the | 
County Treasurers all Colonization funds | 
paid to him by them, and to pay out all | 
such funds upon the order of the State | 
Board of Colonization. 


From the Indiana State Sentinel | 
we take the following proceedings 
} 





of the State Board of Colonization: 


The State Board of Colonization, com- 
posed of the Governor, the Secretary of 
State, and Auditor of State, convened at 
the State House, in Indianapolis, on | 
Thursday, the 24th of March, 1853. | 
Hon. Isaac Blackford was called tothe chair. || 


On motion of John P. Dunn, Esq., | 
Joseph A. Wright, Governor of Indiana, | 
was appointed President of the State Board | 
of Colonization. 


On motion of Nehemiah Hayden, Esq., | 
Rev. James Mitchell was selected as the | 
Agent and corresponding secretary. 


On motion, the following gentlemen were | 
appointed an advisory committee, to-wit : || 
James Blake, William Sheets, Isaac Black- 
ford, Isaae Coe, James M. Ray, Calvin 
Fletcher, J. 8S. Osgood, Daniel Yandes, 
William Hannaman, and John Wilkins. 


Ordered, that one thousand dollars be 
remitted to Rev. Wm. McLain, Secretary 
of the Ameriean Colonization Soci 


» for || 


eat ye ae of the expenses of such col- 
rsons as desire to emigrate, under 


the authority of the State Board of Coloni- 
zation, to Liberia. 








. 
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On motion, 

Resolved, That moneys appropriated by 
this board, shall be placed in the hands of 
the Secretary of the American Colonization 
Society, at Washington City, to the credit 
of the State of Indiana, to be paid out by 
him on the application of negroes or mu- 
lattoes, who Neoire to emigrate to Liberia, 
by their presenting the certificate of the 
clerk of the county in which they reside, 
under the seal of such county, and due 
notice from the agent and corresponding 
secretary of the State Colonization So- 
ciety. 

Resolved, That the President of this 
board be requested to resume the corres- 
pondence with the President of Liberia, in 
regard to the purchase of a tract of land in 
Liberia for the accomméddation of emi- 
grants from this State. 


Ordered, that the Agent and correspon- 
ding Secretary of the board be authorized 
to spend a portion of his time in the 
neighboring States of Illinois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa, for the purpose of 
promoting the cause of Colonization, and 
that the President of this Board be directed 
to open a correspondence with the Gover- 
nors of those States to obtain their co-oper- 
ation in this work. 


Resolved, That the corresponding Sec- 
retary be requested to make such arrange- 


/ments with the railroad and steam-boat 


companies as will secure the passage of 
emigrants on the most favorable terms. 


On motion, the Board adjourned. 
JOSEPH A. WRIGHT, 
President. 
J. Miremexy, 
retary. 


The Rev. Mr. Mitchell has beer 


| regularly commissioned by this So- 


ciety as general agent for the States 
of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, 
and Wisconsin; and we are pleased 
to see that the friends of coloniza- 
tion in Indiana have resolved to 
sustain him in the work. We be-: 
speak for him the hearty co-opera- 
tion of all our friends within the 
field of his labor. 























(From the Philadelphia North American. ]} 
, Liberia. 
We give below portions of a let- | month from Plymouth to Monrovia, 


ter from Mr. Gerarp Ratston, of 
London, to his friend, Mr. Elliott 
Cresson, of this city, enclosing an 
interesting communication from 
President Roperts to the former. 
The whole of this correspondence 
will be read with pleasure by the 
friends of African Colonization, and 
the facts and views presented by the 
writers will be found highly instruc- 
tive by all classes of renders: 


No. 21 Toxen House Yann, 
London, March 16, 1853. 

I send you on the other side a 
very interesting letter from President 
Roberts, by which you will see that 
Belgium has now acknowledged the 
independence of Liberia. This 
makes three royal Governments 
(Belginm, Great Britain, and Prus- 
sia) and two imperial ones, (Brazil 
and France,) altogether five, which 
acknowledge Liberia; while our 
Republic refuses to recognise this 
‘sister (or rather daughter, because the 
Liberians are our own countrymen) 
Republic, Liberia. 
fortunate. This must alienate Li- 
beria from the mother country, par- 
ticularly when England is doing the 
impossible to court and please Libe- 
ria, and is extending her commer- 
cial relations and business transac- 
tions in every possible manner. 

The President and the lady Pres- 
identess, being treated here with the | 
utmost possible respect and consid- 
eration, were sent home in one of: 
her Majesty’s steam frigates, and | 
landed safely at Monrovia, having | 

joyed the best ible accommo 
dbtiona, and oh comer kind and 
courteous treatment, (all free ae 
pense,) from the captain and offi- 
cers eb this ship of war. There are 
regular steamers that go ence a 


This is very un-| 


| Africa. 


and there are other steamers on the 
/way to the Cape of Good Hope 
that call at Monrovia once a month 
to leave merchandise and passen- 
gers: so that you may say there are 
two half-monthly or fortnightly stea- 
_mers going regularly between this 
| country and Liberia. 
| These frequent and rapid (only 
| twenty-twe or twenty-three days) 
conveyances are a wonderful in- 
| crease of commerce and business 
relations, and if continued a few 
| years longer, without any competi- 
| tion from the United States, there 
| will be a complete monopoly of the 
trade and of influence over the peo- 
ple of Liberia. What our Govern- 
ment should do immediately is to 
recognise the independence of Li- 
| beria in the most gracious manner 
_ possible; toestablish a line of month- 
| ly steamers between Norfolk and 
| Monrovia; and for Virginia to make 
ber annual subscription toward 
transporting emigrants to Liberia so 
available as that it would be efficient 
| for the purpose it was intended for. 
| These three measures would imme- 
| diately restore the lost ground we 
| have sustained on the coast of Afri- 
| ea, and would be of incalculable 
| utilityin promoting the colonization 
| plan, and increasing our trade with 
Pray tell me what is the 
prospect of the new Administration 
of Gen. Pierce being favorable to 
colonization? 


} 


Government House, 
Monrovia, January 24, 1853. 
My Dear Sir: I have the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of your 
interesting favor of the first of De- 


cember last, aad am greatly obliged 
to you for the information it con- 
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tains respecting the visit of Capt. | ved themselves in a war, and had 
Lynch, United States navy, to this | given the Government here some 
coast, for the purpose of reconnois- | trouble. I hope, however, shortly 
sance, &c., preparatory to a more |that all these will be overcome. 
minute inspection and survey of | With respect to Capt. Lynch, I 
the country at some not very distant | would remark that ] am making ar- 
period. I agree with you that this | rangements to afford him every fa- 
movement on the part of the United | cility in carrying out the objects of 
States Government seems to indi- , his mission. 1 look for him almost 
cate sumething good for Liberia. | daily. He came from Teneriffe to 
Depend upon it, sir, the time has the Gambia in the last steamer 


now come when the United States, 
as a Government, must do some- 
thing for Liberia, if it be expected 
that their citizens will avail them- 
selves of the immense trade which is 


rapidly springing up in this part of | 


Africa. There can be no question 
that the British fully understand and 


“Forerunner,” where he met the 
United States ship “John Adams,” 
' bound to this place via Sierra Leone, 
and joined her to make the remain- 
_der of the passage. 

| see that General Pierce has 
| been elected by an overwhelming 
| majority. Will he carry out the 


appreciate the importance of this | views of the present Administration 
great outlet for British manufac-! in regard to Liberia? Emigration 
tures ; and be assured her Majesty's | is increasing rapidly, and the Gen- 
Government will spare no pains to | eral Government must in seme way 
increase British interests in this | come to the aid of the society. 
quarter. Indeed, they are now lay- || Three expeditions, with about 400 
ing the foundation of a trade be- | immigrants, have arrived here during 
tween Liberia and England that will | the present month, and we are daily 
in afew years, astonish the most | expecting two others; one from New 
sanguine. | Orleans and the other from Savan- 

Already the new line of African | nah. The resources of the society 
steamers is beginning to tell well; | are too limited to meet the applica- 
the first two steamers have brought | tions now being made for passages 
considerable freight for this place |to Liberia; and I notice that the 
and Grand Bassa; all landed here | amount they hoped to get from Mc- 
of course ; and [ understand pretty Donogh’s estate is lost to them. 
large orders will be forwarded by But the cause of colonization is 
the present mail for British mer-| gaining favor in all parts of the 
chandise ; and is it not very clear Union, and I doubt not will, in some 
that when commercial intercourse | way, be sustained. I yesterday re- 
and business relations shall have ceived an official communication 
been once established between Li- | from his Excellency Sylvain Van de 











berian and English merchants, it 
will be exceedingly difficult to di- 
vert them into other channels ?— 
On my arrival I found that public 
matters here had not undergone any 
material change; some pecuniary 
embarrassments existed, and the 
chiefs of the neighborhood of Little 
and Grand Cape Mount had invol- 


| Wyer, announcing the recognition 
| of the independence of Liberia by 
the Belgian Government. Mrs. 
| Roberts begs you willeaccept her 
/thanks for the Illustrated London 
|News you were good enough to 
_send her, and sends you many kind 
regards. 





ours, truly, J. J. Roperts. 
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{From the National Era.) 
Letter from Rev. George Thompson. 
| general—intellectual, mora!, and 
|| mechanical—and of the relative 
capacities of the different tribes; 
and I would unhesitatingly invite 


Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
West Africa, February 15, 1853 . 
To the Editor of the National Era: 


Dear Sir: Thinking perhaps you any one to the examination. In 
might be pleased to have a corres- | intellectual capacities, they will 
pondent in the Land of Ham, | | compare well withany nation. Af- 


haste to drop a few lines, on my ter they are landed from the slave 
arrival again at my adopted home. — ship, the majority learn to read, &c., 

We left New York December | se as to «'o business, and many have 
28th, and had a passage of thirty- | become teachers, missionaries, and 
five days to this place. The first) ministers. The children learn very 
part of the voyage was very rough || fast in everything, from a b c to the 
and squally. We encountered a highest branches. I place them 
most terrific storm, which lasted | behind no children, of any country. 
nearly forty-eight hours. The cap- | ln business faculties they are ex- 
tain and mates say they never saw | cellent. Multitudes who came here 
anything like it. We arrived here | in the crowded slave ships, with not 
February ist, and found many a stitch of clothing to their names, 
warm friends who had been long | twenty years ago, are now very ex- 
expecting us. The new recruits, tensive merchants, doing a heavy 
eight in number, enjoy African | business, owning many stores fur- 
scenery very much. The tempera- | nished with goods from London, 
ture is pleasant, and especially the besides a large amount of city 
mornings and evenings. The) property. In business, they will 








oranges, pineapples, bananas, plan- | 
tains, papaws, yams, sweet potatoes, | 
cocoa, cassada, &c., they are de-| 
lighted with. 

Freetown, the capital of Sierra | 
Leone, contained 18,000 at the last | 
census. In the city are probably | 
thirty or more chapels or places of | 
worship. The principal denomina- 
tions are Church Missionary and _ 
Wesleyan; then the West African 
Methodists are considerably nu- | 
merous; some Baptists, &c. The) 
English language is the spoken | 
language, though it is said that there | 
are one hundred and eighty different | 
tribes here assembled. The mass of | 





not fall short behind the keenest 
Yankee; and I think they are more 
religiously inclined than any other 
nation. In mechanical branches 
they are fair; and though there are 
so many varieties here, from so many 
different tribes and places, yet there 
canuot be found a place in the United 
States, of the same size and business, 
where there will be found less 
quarelling. It 1s amazing to see 
how they get along. We expect 
great things for Africa, from Sierra 
Leone. The slave trade is not dead, 
though the English cruisers harrass 
the traders very much, and take 
many vessels. As to our cruisers 








them are liberated slaves, taken from | from the United States, I think they 
the slave ships, brought from numer- | are a mere dead expense. They 
ous and distant portions of Africa, neither try nor care to put down the 
so that here is a favorable place to slave trade; and it would be far bet- 
judge of the capacity of Africans in | ter for the cause, if every one of 


| 
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them was called home, and kept! 
there. 
l cannot speak of Liberia as yet, 

as I have not been there. I expect! 
to see it, and then I shall cheerfully | 
report. I hape te be able to com- 
municate things of interest from | 
time to time. Yours, &c., 

Grorce THompsoy. | 


We think the opimon expressed | 
by Mr. Thompson respecting the | 


| United States cruisers was rather 
‘hastily formed. We have positive 
knowledge of the fact, from per- 
sonal observation on the coast of 
| Africa, that several of our cruisers 
have rendered very effectual service 
in the suppression of the slave 
| trade, as well asin the protection 
of American commerce on that 
coast. Ep. Repos. 





[From the Chronicle and Sentinel, Augusta, Ga.] 
Colonization—Liberia. 


We take great pleasure in calling | 
the reader’s attention to the Com- 
munication of the Rev. R. R. Gur- 
Ley, the Agent of the Colonization 
Society, in this day’s paper; and. 
commending the subject to the 
deliberate retlection of every philan- 
thropic heart. 

Emicration To Liperta. The 
undersigned respectfully states, that | 
he is appointed by the American 


Colonization Svciety to represent | 


its views and advance its interest in | 
various portions of the country; 
that having recently visited Liberia, | 
under instructions from the Govern- | 


such contributions to the treasury 
of the Society, as the friends of its 
great Christian Enterprise may be 
disposed to give. And since, du- 
ring the time he can remain, the 
undersigned can visit but a few of 
the principal cities and towns, he 


_willbe ready to communicate by 


letter with those who may desire 
information concerning the Society 
or Liberia; and he is most happy 
to announce that Messrs. Robert 
Campell, Henry H. Cumming, 
Charles J. Jenkings, James W. Da- 
vies, and Wm. A. Walton, Esqs., of 
Augusta—gentlemen well known 


ment of the United States, to which, | thoughout the State—have kindly 
on his return, he made a full report, censented to receive denations for 
he has, at the request of the Society, | the cause, and reply to such inquiries 
come to this State, (from which the | as may be addressed to them in 
Institution has for many years, in- |) regard to the plans and operations 
deed, ever since its origin, received | of the Society. 

evidences of confidence with gen- | * For a month to come letters may 
erous donations,) for the double be addressed to tne undersigned at 
purpose of ascertaining what free | Augusta, care of Robert Campbell, 

ople of color are prepared to em- | Esq. R. R. Gurwey. 

bark for Liberia, in a vessel to be 
sent to that country, from Savannah, Editors friendly to the above 
in June next, and of receiving | please copy. 





Letter from Liberia. 

The following letter, addressed to) York, to Liberia a few months 
the Williamsburgh Times, is written ago. It will be seen that he is de- 
by an intelligent colored man who | lighted with the change in his con- 
emigrated from Williamsburgh, N. | dition and prospects : 
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Monrovia, 

Jan. 23, 1853, | 

I promised to let you hear from | 
me when in Liberia, Africa, but al- | 

though I have been here two months, | 
I cannot at this time give you much 

account of the place. 

republic is so far ahead of what I | 

expected to find it, that your good 


people of the States would scarcely | 


think I were narrating trath were | | 
to describe al] that I have seen. 
Liberia is a fine fertile country. | 
Things of every kind grow h fe | 
The people are more comfortable, 

in every respect, and enjoy them- 
selves much better than | have ever 
known them to do elsewhere. The 
houses are very large, and are built 
mostly of brick and stone; they 
are two stories and two stories and 
a half high. from 30 to 50 feet) 
front, and from 25 to 40 feet deep. 
The steps to these houses are com- 
posed of iron ore—a substance on 
which the city is built. Iron ore is 
as plentiful in Monrovia as common 


Letter from J. B. Jordan. 
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This little | 
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with the best imported articles of 
the kind. 

Sweet potatoes, Lima beans, In- 
dian corn, cassada, plaintains, and 
other table vegetables are raised up 
this river, which is 25 or 30 miles 
long. A fine town is situated at 
the source of this stream ; itis called 
Millsburg, and contains a population 
of 800 or 1,000 persons—tlie most 


of whom employ themselves in ma- 


\king brick and hewing timber of 


all kinds for market. 

I have not ability to describe the 
advantages to be reaped in this 
country, nor have I the time. My 
business is so much better than it 
ever was before, that I am constantly 
occupied in attending to it. 

My 





One word as to the fever. 
chil. ren have all had it; so have al! 
the emigrants who came out with 
us, except my wife, myself, and two 
others. None of them kept their 
beds for more than two or three 
days. The fever is not as bad as it 
is generally represented to be. I 





stone is in Williamsburgh. 

Most of those who farm are 
located on the banks of the St. Paul 
river, about five miles from the city, 
and some are doing well. Alien 
Hooper, of New York, has been 
here a little over two years. He had 


but small means to commence with, | 


but now has one of the best coffee 
plantations on the river. He has 
seven thousand trees growing—two | 
thousand of which are loaded with 
coffee—and he is of opinion that 
next year all will bear. NextI will | 
mention A. Blacklege, who is ma- 

king about twelve thousand pounds | 
of sugar a year, and some hundreds | 
of gallons of molasses and syrup— 
all of which will favorably compare 








lanthropy was the cause of my suc- 


have seen persons who have lived 
here for from two to twenty years, 
and who never had it all. 

This is a great country for men 
and women who love liberty and 
and who love themselves, for money 
can be made here. ~ 

Please to give my thanks to the 
gentlemen in your city whose phi- 





cess. Ltrust that you will publish 
this letter for the information of 
those who may wish to know some- 
‘thing of this country. My next 
letter shall be longer, and will con- 
tain much more information respec- 
ting this colony of Liberia—a day- 





| star of hope for the colored race. 


Joun D. Jonnson. 





Letter from J. B. Jordan. 


Mowrovia, Jan. 10th, 1853. 
Rev. J. B. Pinner: 
Dear Sir:—I write you in great 


| 
| 


haste, as the English steam packet 
from the leeward is now hourly ex- 
pected. Your several letters to 
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myself and to the firm are at hand, || him with advantage to yourselves, 
and shall receive my early attention. | pray yive him a preference. 
Previous to the Shirley’s arrival, | I have not had the fever, nor do 
bought a large quantity of oil, and I feel it, though from my color I 
having an opportunity of s shipping it | think I have undergone a change. 
by a transient vessel to London, the | I am far stouter than when in New- 
firm made use of the opportunity. | York, and eversince my arrival have 
Twenty-five casks containing three | worked like a Trojan. We have 
thousand eight hundred and ninety- | realized about $5000 for the goods 
nine gallons, were shipped from | we brought. We have sold no to- 
account to Messrs. W. & G. M., of | bacco, but little powder, and but 
Liverpool. The firm, as Mr. Boor-| few guns or bafts. The provisions 
man will tell you, is one of the best | sold very well, and ifthe vessel from 
in England. New-York be mot toé large, a good 
As the vessel from New-Orleans | assortment of provisions will sel! 
is nearly due. I hope to load her | very well. TI shall expedite sales of 
if she be not bound for Rio Janeiro; | every thing as fast as I can, and re- 
and, in the event of my succeeding, | mit as often as possible. Remem- 
I shall send her to New-York. I ber me kindly to Mr. Schieffelin, 
have engaged about twenty tons of Mr. Davenport, and Mr. Disosway. 
cam wood, and five or six of oil, and I am much pleased, and in tip-top 
think the quantity may be increased | health. My wife has had the fever, 
to sixty tons at least. J had an of | and is nearly well. My ehild is the 
fer of $1000 freight to New-York | picture of health. My wife is mach 
for Captain Brandt, which the for- | pleased, and will camp here. Pray 
feit of his charter forbid his taking. || remember me to Mr. Dodge, 
We had a pleasant. passage out in| Mesors. Phelps and their associates. 
the “Oriole” in forty-nine days.| The ‘‘Oriole” emigrants are faring 
She delivered every thing in mine| well; none have died, and most all 
days. The captain is pleased with) have had the fever and are about. 
the trade. He is a skilful and viygi- | Jacob M. Richardson is fitted for 
lant sailor, and a good and honest} this country, and _is doing well. 
man, and if you can ever emp:oy | Good-bye. J. B. Jorpan. 





(From Frede:ick Douglass’ Paper.] 
Learn Trades or Starve! 


These are the obvious alternatives ) arrived emigrant, whose hunger and 
sternly presented to the free colored | whose color are thought to give him 
people of the United States. It is ! a better title to the place ; and so we 
idle, yea even ruinous, to disguise believe it will continue to be until 
the matter for a single hour longer; | the last prop is levelled beneath us. 
every day begins and ends with the H Asa black man, we say if we 
impressive lesson that free negroes | cannot stand up, let us fall down. 
must learn trades, or die. | We desire to be a man among men 

The old avocations, by which col- | while we do live; and when we 
ored men obtained a livelihood, are || cannot, we wish to die. It is evi- 
rapidly, unceasingly and inevitably | dent, painfully evident to every re- 
passing into other hands; every | flecting mind, that the means of 
hour sees the black man elbowed | living, for colored men, are becom- 


out of employment by some newly k ing more and more precarious and 
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limited. Employments and callings | as live in houses; when we can 
= monopolized by us, are 7 make as = as ———— we 
no longer. can produce as well as consume 

White men are becoming house-| wheat, corn and rye—then we shall 
servants, cooks and stewards on | become valuable to society. Socie- 
vessels—at hotels.—They are be-| ty is a hard-hearted affair.—With 
coming porters, stevidores, wood-| it the helpless may expect no higher 
sawyers, hod-carriers, brick-makers, | dignity than that of paupers. The 
white-washers and barbers, so that) individual must lay society under 
the blacks can scarcely find the) obligation to him, or society will 
means of subsistence—a few years | honor him only as a stranger and 
ago, and a white barber would have | sojourner. How shall this be done? 
me Neapee ee r “y= — “ this manner: a a7 means, 
stand on every street. Formerly strain every nerve to master some 
blacks were almost the exclusive important mechanical art. At pres- 
coachmen in wealthy families: this ent, the facilities for doing this are 
is 98 longer.s whinn men are now | oe 4. oy. = 
employed, and for aught we see, | more readily opened to you than the 
they fill their servile station with an | work-shop ; but the Lord helps them 
obsequiousness as profound as that | who will help themselves, and we 
of the blacks. The readiness and | have no doubt that new facilities 
ease with which they adapt them- | willbe presented as we press forward. 
selves to these conditions ought) If the alternative were presented 
= to - ae of by the color- ] . us of eee trade co get- 
ed people. e meaning is very) ting an education, we would tear 
important, and we should learn it. || the trade, for the reason, that with 
We are taught our insecurity by it. | the trade we could get the educa- 
Without the means of living, life is, tion while with the education we 
a curse, and leaves us at the mercy | could not get the trade. yikes 
of the oppressor to become his de-|) we, as a people, need most, isthe 
based slaves. Now, colored men, || means for our own elevation.—An 
what do you mean to do, for you, educated colored man, in the Uni- 
must do something? The Ameri- bee. States, unless he has within him 
can Colonization Society tells you || the heart of a hero, and is willing 





to go to Liberia. Mr. Bibb tells 
you to go ta, Canada. Others tell 
you to go to school. We tell you 
to go to work; and to work you 
must go or pig. Men are not 
valued in this country, or in any 
country, for what they are ; they are 


‘10 engage in a life-long battle for 
his rights, as a man, finds few in- 
_ducements to remain in this coun- 
(try. He is isolated in the land of 
his birth—debarred by his color from 
congenial association with whites; 





he is equally cast out by the igno- 





valued for what they can do. Itis/rance of the blacks. The remedy 
in vain that we talk about being | for this must comprehend the ele- 
men, if we do not the work of men. vation of the masses; and this can 
We must become valuable to society | only be done by putting the me- 
in other departments of industry | chanic arts within the reach of col- 
than those servile ones from which ored men. 

we are rapidly being excluded. We | We have nowstated pretty strongly 
must show that we can do as well | the case of our colored countrymen ; 
as be; and to this end we must learn | perhaps some will say, foo strongly, 
trades. When we can build as well | but we know whereof we affirm. 
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In view of this state of things, we 


appeal to the abolitionists. “What | 


Boss anti-slavery mechanic will take | 
a black boy into his wheelwright’s 
shop, | his blacksmith’s shop, his | 
joiner’s shop, his cabinet shop? 
Here is something practical ; where 
are the whites and where are the 
blacks that will respond to it? | 
Where are the anti-slavery milliners | 
and seamstresses that will take the 
colored girls and teach them trades, 
by which they can obtain an honor. | 
able living? The fact that we have 
made good cooks, good waiters, good | 


barbers, and white-washers, induces | 
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| the belief that we may excel in high- 
er branches of industry. One thing 
is certain; we must find new methods 
of obtaining a livelihood, for the old 
ones are failing us very fast. 

We, therefore, call upon the in- 
telligent and thinking ones amongst 
, us, to urge upon the golored people 

within their reach, in all serious- 
ness, the duty and the necessity of 
| giving their children useful and lu- 
erative trades, by which they may 

commence the battle of life with 
weapons, commensurate with the 
exigencies of the conflict. 





Agency in Indiana. 


sonar Inp. 
112, 1853. | 

To the County Clerks in foes 
GentLemen:—We have taken the lib- | 
erty of having forwarded to you, at our | 


own expense, the African Repository, || $2; Mr. S. Merrell, 


a monthly journal published by the Amer- | 
ican Colonization Society, as its official | 
o You will find much valuable in- | 
formation in it, in regard to African mat- | 
ters ; may we not express the hope that | 
you will take the trouble to read it, and | 
scatter the information found therein to | 
the extent of your ability ; and thus se- | 
cure for our enterprise a permanent popu- 
lar support. 
J. Mircuett, 
Sec’y of the State Board of Col. 


—_— 


Collections by 


Rev. J. Mitchell, in Indiana, 
in 1852. 


Hon. J. Read, $1 ; Cellected in Morris- 
town, $1,15; Bus nell & Co., $1; J. Day, 
$5; In Hopewell 
Charch, $9,70 ; Franklin Baptist Church, 
$4; Sundries in Franklin, $6,85 ; Terre 
| Haute, H. Ross, $2; D. D.C. Coredell, 
| $15 Judge Kinney, 82 ; a Hite, $2; 
| Charles Woods, $2 pinger, $1 ; 
| James Cook, $2; PWVitliam 1 Willams, 3 
E. 8. Wolf, $1; ‘James Rope, $2; J. 
Stewart, $1 ; Miss. Bishop, $l. "$48,70. 





Sailing of the Ship Banshee. 


Tue Ship Banshee, chartered by the 
Chesapeake and Liberia Trading Com- 
pany, sailed from Baltimore on the 25th 
ultumo, (April,) having on board 117 emi- 
rants for Liberia, 52 ‘of whom were from 
aryland, sent out by the Maryland State 
Colonization Society—the remaining 65 


| clety. 


| were from different parts of the country, 


sent out by the American Colonization So- 
At Norfolk, more emigrants were 
received on board—the exact number we 
cannot state at present. In our next, we 
will give a complete list of the emigrants 
sent out by this Society. 
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AT THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE AM. 


Wasnineron, 


April 2, 1853. 


Dear Sin :—I owe you an apology for | 


cOL. society, sanuary 18, 1853. 


| the reporter of my speech at the annual 


meeting of the 18th of January. 
Speaking as rapidly as I usually do, I 





so long witholding a transcript from the | am not at a loss to account for some of 
notes which you so obligingly sent me from the errors of these notes. I had therefore 


u 
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to revise the whole address, from which | 
you will find some passages omitted, and 
many inserted, that give to it a somewhat | 
new dress. I have also availed myself of 
the time I have been compelled by serious | 
indisposition to consume, to add by notes | 
proofs of the facts referred to in the nar-| 
rative and argument of the address, some | 
of which may not be uninteresting or | 
useless. 
Yours truly and respectfully, 
C. F. MERCER. 


Rev. W. McLain, 
Secretary 4. C. 8. 


After the speeches of the Honorable Mr. | 
Everett, Secretary of State, and the Rev. / 
Mr. Read, Gen’! Mercer, the senior Vice 
President in attendance, called Mr. Whit- | 
tlesey to the chair, and addressed the 
meeting in substance, as follows: 
Gentlemen of lhe Colonization Society, 

and my most respected auditors : 

You will, I am confident, do me the jus- | 


tice to believe that had I not been told, at | 
the moment of entering your presence, that, | 


byan arrangement, made by our Directors, 
another gentleman much better qualified, 
had consented to take the place in our pro- | 
ceedings, that had been previously assigned | 
to me, I would not have taken the chair, | 


from which you, Sir, have just kindly re- | 


lieved me, without an expression of our | 
common grief at the sad event, which has | 
robbed us of the eminent statesman who | 

esided over our last annual meeting. } 

Allow me then, to congratulate you, my | 
fellow citizens, on the earlier opportunity, | 
which has been thus afforded you of lis- | 
tening to the very eloquent address with | 
which we have just been favored. 

And yet, I should not feel that [ had 
discharged my duty, as your presiding 
officer, if | had silently passed by the ir- | 
reparable bereavement, with which it has | 
ee eee } 

iety during the past year; and not our 
Society alone, but our common country. 
Like her we have a double calamity to de- 
plore. Our beloved President, one of the 
earliest friends, for more than thirty-six 


years a zealous, consistent, and most able |) 


champion of African Colonization, has 
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been taken from us, by death. Seldom in 
the history of the world, has any nation 
had occasion, in the brief compass of a 
few months, to mourn over so heavy a 
calamity, greatly aggravated as it is in this 
instance, by the recollection, that, though 
rivals in fame, these illustrious men, whose 
loss we mourn, were, for more than the 
fourth of a century, united in council for 
our common welfare. While we grate- 
fully though sadly dwell upon their past 
services, It is a somewhat soothing conso- 
lation, to be able to trace the many strik- 
ing resemblances in their lives ; their pur- 
suits, and the fortune which distinguished 
them—that in their youth they had to con- 
tend with like obstacles to their progress ; 
that they early embraced the same profes- 
sion, and rose in it to eminence, by the 
same means, thetr surpassing eloquence ; 
that, by a rare coincidence, both were 
distinguished alike, at the bar, and in the 
Senate; that both reached the second of- 
fice in the government of their country, 
and were regarded, by a large portion of 
their countrymen, entitled to the first. 
Both rose to distinction, as I have said, 
by their powerful eloquence, but, at the 
same time, it may be truly said, that no 
two very great orators have lived, within 
_ our knowledge, who less resembled each 
| other, in their figure, their countenances, 
their personal address, their voices, their 
gestures, or their style and manner of dis- 
course. The striking peculiarities of each, 
| I must here leave it to others to portray ; 
| but [ cannot omit noticing their common 
felicity in being beloved by very numerous 
and ardent friends, who delighted to man- 
ifest the sincerity of their devotion, in a 
| manner alike honorable to both. 
| too, atttained an advanced age ; both lived 
| to realize and to acknowledge the vanity 
| of all earthly applause ; and to find that, 
| the most fortunate path of life, ‘« leads but 
| to the grave.”” Their descent to this last 
| resting place of ail men was, happily for 
them, and for the example which they 
| have left us, so gradual, and so gentle, as 
to allow them, with faculties unimpaired 
| by disease, to testify their high sense of 
| the value of religion ; and both expired in 
| the assured hope of a blessed immortality, 
| founded, not on a vain confidence in their 
own merits, but on the merits and atone- 
ment of a crucified Redeemer. If useful 
therefore, and glorious in life, they were 
not less so in death, furnishing to infidelity 
a lesson for profitable study, and to the 
humble christian, a confirmation of his 
| faith. 
| 
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In one respect, our lamented friends || of each made a volume of 300 pages, was, 
long occupied different relations to the| in like manner, composed, and read to 
American Colonization Society: the one | an annual meeting of less than twenty 
joined us in the days of our prosperity ; | persons, so little interest did the members 
and, although, on a recent and memora- | of the Society or the public take in African 
ble occasion, he bore a testimony to our || Colonization. 
cause*, which atoned for his past indifler- Opposition from the north, more clamor- 
ence, we cannot forget that, in the other,| ous even than that from the south, 
we ever found, through evil, as well as) assailed us at the same moment, upon 
good report, an unuring and efficient, diametrically opposite grounds, alike 
advocate. When forsaken by some of! untenable, indeed, because false, but 
our early and most distinguished friends, | equally prejudicial to an enterprise, which 
he remained faithful ; and, with that moral | then in its infancy, depended for its suc- 
courage which ever distinguished him, || cess exclusively on popular favor, and 
battled for our cause, with a zeal, which | private contributions. 


no desire of popular applause, no fear of | I have, Mr. Chairman, though lately, 
public censure, could divert, or appal. seen a public document of 1086 pages, 


The time was, Mr. Chairman, as a | commencing with a report from a com- 
venerable friend near me can testify, (the || mittee of the House of Representatives 
Rev. Doctor Laurie,) when, driven from | of a former Congress, in which the 
the Capitol, we held our annual meetings | foundation of our African Colony, now 
in his disiant church, and that these meet- | the recognized Republic of Liberia, is 
ings were not graced, as now, by acrowd- ascribed to the American Colonization 
ed and brilliant audience. I well remem- | Society, and the existence of that Society 
ber, that I had to read our second annual || to Doctor Finley, a pious clergyman of 
report, which, with its appendix, it had | New Jersey, long since deceased. I have 
cost me no little labor to prepare, to an als» more recently read a public address 
annual meeting of but seven persons: one || delivered to the north of that State, in 
of whom, now President of the College of | which it is said Liberia is of Northern 
New Jersey, was not a member of our | origin. 

Society, but attracted from George-|| Knowing these views to be erroneous, 
town, where he then lived, by curiosity | and believing them to be prejudicial to the 
alone: and one of the most distinguished || utility of the Society, where its influence 
founders of this Society, John Randolph | may, and should be most profitably 
of Roanoke, who was present, never after- || directed, | propose in the sequel of what 
wards attended one of our annual meet- || I shal say to bring them to your ‘notice 
ings ; nor did William H. Crawford of || and disprove their truth, 

Georgia. The third annual report, which || Having, Sir, reached this eity but one 
along with the second and the appendix | hour before your assemblage here, and in 





*Mr. Webster on March 7, 1850, in debate on the Compromise said. 

*«In my observations upon slavery as it has existed in this country and now exists, 
I have expressed no opinion on the mode of its extinguishment, or amelioration, I 
will say, however, though I have nothing to propese on that subject because I do not 
deem myself so competent as other gentlemen to consider it, that if any gentleman 
from the South shall propose a scheme of colonization, to be carried on by the Gov- 
ernment upon a large scale, for the transportation of free colored people to any colony 
or place in the world, { should be quite disposed to incur almost any degree of 
expense to accomplish that object. Nay, Sir, following an example set here more 
than twenty years ago by a great man, then a Senator from New York, I would return 
to Virginia, through her, for the benefit of the whole South, a!l the money received 
from the lands and territories ceded by her to this Government, for any such purpose 
as to relieve, in whole or in part, or in any way to diminish or deal beneficially with 
the free colored population of the Southern States. I have said that | would honor 
Virginia for her cession of this territory. There have been received into the Treasury 
of the United States 80 millions of dollars, the proceeds of the sales of the lands ceded 
by Virginia. If this residue should be sold at the same rate, the whole aggregate will 
exceed 200 millions of dollars. If Virginia and the South see fit te adopt any propo- 
sition to relieve themselves from the free people of color among them, they have m 
free consent that the Government shall pay them any sum of money out of its proceeds 
which may be adequate to the purpose. ’’ 
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infirm health, with feelings not at all | generally announced their accordance in the 
improved by exposure to the cold night || opinion expressed by Mr. Jefferson, that it 
air of the adjacent river, I would not have ‘| was desirable the United Staves would 
appeared before you this evening, had | undertake the colonization of the free 
not a public Aotice been given, though || people of color, on the coast of Africa.”’ 
without my autherity, that I wastoad || So much for this Document. The 
dress you, or had | been informed before || speech | have alluded to, simply averred, 
I came here that my place had been so || in order, doubtless, to conciliate a popular 
much better supplied by the Directors of | meeting, to the North, that the Colony of 
the Society. || Liberia was of Northern origin. To one 
Being here, however, I shall endeavor, || totally unacquainted with the proceedings 
however imperfectly, to avail myself of | of the Legislature of Virginia, on the 
an opportunity which considering my | subject of colonizing a part of her colored 
advanced age, may never again occur to | population, the language which I have 


me in like circumstances, of inquiring 
into the rise and progress of the Republic 
of Liberia , and to show that both are 


|| 





uoted would make it appear that Mr. 
Jefferson ’s letter of 1811, to John Lynd, 
was publicly known to the General As- 


ascribable to Southern men and southern || sembly of Virginia, when that body passed 


influence. 


| the resolution of December, 1816 ; although 


The document to which I have referred | in truth the letter was never published nor 
traces the origiu of our African Colony, | known until a year after that resolution 
as [ have said, to Doctor Finley, sabstan- | had been passed,—that the resolution itself 
tially, in the following terms: | was suggested by a knowledge of certain 

** Resolutions were more than once | proceedings of Doctor Finley at Wash- 
adopted by the Legislature of Virginia, i ington, in December, 1816; when in fact 
expressive of the interest which the the resolution had long been contemplated 
State felt in ihe Colonization of her free |! and preceded any knowledge, whatever, 
colored population and, at length, the| of Doctor Finley or his occupation in 
Governor was directed, in 1816, when Dr.| Washington, at the time of its adoption ; 
Finley was employed at Washington, in his || that the State of Virginia responded to an 


memorable enterprise of establishing the 
American Colonization Society, to corres- 
pond with the President for the promotion 
of that design ; the assistance of the Senators 
and Representatives of the States, was 
invoked to the same end. The Society was 
founded, in December, 1816. [It com. | 
prised many eminent individuals from the | 
several States. Virginia, Maryland, Ten- | 
nessee, and Georgia, were the first to res- 
pond to the invitation invoking their assis- | 


invitation from Washington inviting her 
aid, in formiag an American Colonization 
Society, when in fact the Society did not 
exist until after the State passed her reso- 
lation, by an almost unanimous vote of 
both houses of the General Assembly, 
and when, in truth, the co-operation of the 
Southern members of the American Col- 
onization Society, in forming that Society, 
was ascri by every contemporary 
publication, to the fact, that Virginia had 





already her resolution.* 


tance, and they passed resolutions recom-— 
That Resolution passed the House of 


mending the subject to the country; and, | 











*Extract from a pamphlet published at Washington, the 4th of February, 1819, 
entitled, ‘* A view of the exertions lately made for the purpose of Colonizing the free 
people of color on the Coast of Africa.”’ 

“It is already known that the attention of many intelligent men in the United States 
had been recently turned with peculiar force and a corresponding zeal and spirit of 

verance to this subject. Some very important preparatory steps to such a measure 
we been taken. : 

Soon after the commencement of the present session of Congress, the expedience of 
colonizing free people of color, became a subject of consideration with many gentlemen 
of respectability from the different states. 

The formation of a colonization society was therefore Many were led 
the more readily to approve of an institution of this kind, from a knowledge that this 
subject occupies the attention of many worthy citizens, in different states ; but particu- 
larly from the consideration which had been bestowed upon it, by the Legislature of 
a highly respectable sister state ( Virginia.) As the following preamble and resolution 
were approved by the House of Delegates of that state previous to the first meeting 
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Delegates on 


nine days before the Society had agreed to || 


any organization whatever, and the Senate 
one week before that organization was 
effected. But the testimony of Mr. Clay, 
notwithstanding the note affixed to it 
without his authority undonbtedly trans- 
fers to another gentleman, Elias B. Cald- 
well the suggestion of forming any society 
whatever; while that of Mr. Harrison of 
Lynchburg incontestably. proves that as 
early as March, 1816, the knowledge had 
transpired of the passage of the Virginia 
resolutions of 1801,1804~’5, facts carefully 
concealed by the legislature which passed | 
those resolutions, until the last of Febru- | 
ary, 1816. It was as generally known 
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the 14th of December, || throughout Virginia and elsewhere, that 


a renewal of those resolutions, which had 
been passed in secret session, would be 
pseee | attempted, at the pnsuing session 
of the General Assembly. 

Among the speeches at the 11th annual 
meeting of the American Colonization So- 
ciety, held in the Capitol of the United 
States, on July 19th, 1828, was one deliv- 
ered by J. B. Harrison, Esq. the represent- 
ative of the Auxiliary Society of Lyach- 


| burg, Virginia, of which the following are 


literally extracted. 

* Virginia and the South had a right to 
demand of us explicit avowals on sev- 
eral heads; and I am happy to believe 
that the votes often passed by the Society, 





for the formation of the American Colonization Society, it will be proper to introduce 
them in this place. 


Extract.—[Whereupon the following preamble and resolution being offered by 
Mr. Mercer of Loudoun, and amended, were agreed to by the House, ayes 137, 
noes 9.] : 

Whereas the General Assembly of Virginia have repeatedly sought to obtain an 
Asylum beyond the limits of the United States for such persons of color as had 
been, or might be emancipated under the laws of this Commonwealth, but have hitherto 
found all their efforts frustrated, either by the disturbed state of other nations, or do- 
mestic causes equally unpropitious to its success, 

They 20w avail themselves of a period when peace has healed the wounds of hu- 
manity, and the principal nations of Europe bave concurred, with the Government of 
the United States, in abolishing the African Slave Trade, (a traffic which this Com- 
monwealth, both before and since the revolution, zealously sought to termiate,) to 
renew this effort, and do therefore Resolve, that the Executive be requested to corres- 
pond with the President of the United States, for the pnrpose of obtaining a territory 
upon the shore of the North Pacific, or at s»me other place not within any of the 
State or territorial governments of the United States, to serve xs an asylum for such 

eisons of color, as are now free, and may desire the same, and for those who may 
5 hereafter emancipated within this Commonwealth ; and that the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of this State in the Congress of the United States be requested to exert 
their best efforts to aid the President of the United States im the attainment of the above 
object ; Provided, that no contract or pare ergs respecting such territory shall be 
obligatory on this Commonwealth until ratified by the Legislature. ] 

{ hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of an extract from the journal of 
the House of Delegates of Saturday, December 14th, 1816. 

Given under my hand this 3d day of February, 1852. 

8. G. TUCKER, C. H. D. 
and Keeper of the Rolls of Virginia. 

This pamphiet professes to give the entire proceedings of the meeting, which followed 
on the 23d of December, taken chiefly from the National Intelli er of the 24th. 
They consist of the speech of Mr. Clay, a much longer one of Elias B. Caldwell, followed 
by a few remarks from John Randolph of Roanoke, and Robert — of Maryland. 
The name of Mr. Finley nowhere appears in its | rere which are subscribed 
ty, H. Clay, as chairman, who was then Speaker of the House of i and 

homas Dougherty, clerk of the House, who acted as of the meeting. Ata 
subsequent a four days after, the constitution of the society was formed ; 
and the Reverend Robert Finley was requested to close the meeting with prayer. On 
the Ist of January, 1817, the Society was organized by the election of its officers. But 
of these proceedings, being in the City of Richmond, at the time of their occurrence, 
I was not informed, till after had occurred, and the name of Mr. Finley 
—— my notice, though it appears at the end of the list of the Vice Presidents, 

chosen. 
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with reference to misrepresentations of its | 


views, are the candid sentiments of every | 


individual of the Society.’’ Perhaps, how- | 
al to Virzinia, | 


ever, the most urgent appe 
is to be made by showing her, that the So- | 
ciety was instituted in furtherance of a 
feeling excited by her legislature, and that 
the plan of this association is exactly that 
originated by herself, in its object, in its 
scope, its adjuncts, in its inevitable ten- | 
dencies, and in its liability to possible col- 
lateral dangers. Nor was this plan rashly | 
originated by herself ; the project had been | 
shown through the State from March till | 
December, and was finally adopted with | 
hardly a dissenting voice, in the ‘* General | 
eAssembly.’’ ** At all events, I think it is 
not premature for us to premise that, be- 
fore many years, if the authorship of the | 
plan imply responsibility, Virginia will be | 
ready to bear it; if it impart honor, Vir- | 
ginia will claim it.’’ 

*‘ Jt is no sickly sympathy that has| 
**brought us here, or overheated enthusi- | 
‘*asm which holds us together. Of all the | 
‘achievements of this age, this will be the 
** greatest, for it will arise out of calm con- | 
** viction, a feeling of patriousm, not yet | 
‘* pressed with fear of immediate danger, | 
‘and a forecast that looks far ahead. 
** Its object the whole world will regard 
‘* of a magnitude scarcely ever exceeded.’’ 
**This day the report puts to flight every | 
remaining doubt of the practicability of | 
the plan.’’—16th and 18th pages of the pro- | 
ceedings of the 11th annual meeting. 

And here 1 will commence my narrative 
of the mode in which the knowledge of the | 
existence of those reselutions was di 2 
and of the consequences then resulting. 

Being in the city of Richmond, in at- 
tendance on the House of Delegates, of 
which 1 had been for six years a member, 
and quietly seated, late in February, 1816, 
with a venerable friend, in an apartment | 
which we had long shared in common, a 
gentleman in a state of excitement 
visited us and abruptly exelaimed, that 

hypocrite 


| 
} 


My aot nd who * 
riend who was personally as 
well as politically attached to Mr Jeller- 
son, y resented this accusation, in 
very indignant terms, and being less inti- 
mate with him, than with my visitor, in 
order to draw his fire from my friend, I 

him to adduce some proéf of 


his expressing at the same time an 
atter disbelief of its truth. His —_ 
me was, that ‘‘ M:. Jefferson had 


ly recommended in his notes on Virginia, 
a plan for izing her colored popula- 
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| tion ; bat when repeatedly applied to by 
the legislature of the state, to carry it into 
effect, he ha! coldly evaded their appli- 
cation.”? Never having heard of any such 
proposal, by the body of which I had been 
so long amember, I questioned the fact, and 
was referred, for its proof, to the clerk of 
| the senate, of which body my visitor had 
| long been a member, and told ‘* to inquire 
for the secret journals of the years 1800, ’1, 
*4, and °5.”’ 

When I met this gentleman, the ensu- 
ing day, [ reminded him of his late con- 
versation, supposing as I really did, that 
his memory usually very faithful, had for 
once forsaken him, He assured me that 
he had correetly quoted he secret journals 
of transactions which had occurred while 
he wasa member of the Senate, although he 
regretted that he had ag og done so 
since the resolutions had been passed with 
closed doors and the injunction of secrecy 
had never been removed. 
| Thus assured, I called on the clerk, who 
| as incautiously shewed me those journals, 
| containing not only the resolutions in 

question, but the correspondence to which 
they gave rise at different periods between 
| Governor Monroe, and Page, with Mr. 
| Jefferson, when President of the U. 8. 
I imputed the failure of those resolu- 


| 


| 
| 
| 





| tions as I now do, to the ey with 
| which all knowledge of them had been 
concealed from the public. Being under 


/no restriction, myself, | communicated 
their existence and the contents of the 
correspondence to which they gave rise to 

j all m uaintances of both houses of 

| the Gene Asembly, very few of whom 

| had ever heard of them, and I pledged my- 

_ self if re-elected to the House of Del 

| to renew them ; it being then too late to do so 

/as the session of the islatare which 

finally adjourned on the of February, 

1816, was to expire ina few days. How 

widely the discovery thus made, was im- 

mediately spread th the State, is 

manifest from the delivered by a 

1ith annuat meet- 
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a native of New Jersey, and Francis S. || Mr. Caldwell, my former schoolfellow 
Key, a resident of Georgetown but a native | at Princeton college, manifested no less 
of Maryland. Upon my communicating | zeal, and remarked that although his duty 
to them the resalutionsof Virginia, and my || to his family, who were dependent on his 
determination to renew them, at the en- | office, would restrain him from leavin 
suing session of the legislature, should I Washington, his numerous friends an 
be re-elected a member of that body, they || acquaintances in his native state and es- 
both expressed their deepest interest in my || pecially among the clergy of his own 
purpose, and assured me of their zealous | religious denomination, would enable him 
co-operation, in effecting it. Mr, Key | to promote our common views, as he 
romptly declared that if I persevered in it | would gladly do, 

he would return to Maryland and obtaining | How faithfully both those gentlemen 
if possibleaseat in her legislature offer a | redeemed their pledges the history of the 
similar resolution, of the success of which | colonization society and of the colony of 
he would have no doubt. | Liberia abundantly testifies.* 








* Elias Boudinot Caldwell, a native of New Jersey, and fora twelvemonth my 
schoolmate, graduated at the commencement of the College at Princeton, in 1796, in the 
same class with William Gaston, of North Carolina, Philip C. Pendleton, of Virginia, 
Robert G. Forsyth, and John McPherson Berrien, of Georgia. His mother was 
killed during the revolutionary war by a ball from a British musket while she held him 
an infant in her arms. He was, along with the youngest son of General Hugh Mercer, 
who fell at Princeton, adopted and educated by the United States.** 

Francis S. Key, a native of Maryland, but an inhabitant of Georgetown, at the 
period here mentioned, afterwards removed to Washington, where he rose to the head 
of his profession and died in the office of attorney of the United States for the District 
of Columbia. 

He was a poet as well as a most eloquent advocate, and among the best hymns of 
the Episcopal Church are many of his composition. Of that church he lived and 
died a pious and most exemplary member, universally beloved and regretted. To his 
country he bequeathed an imperishable legacy, in the best national song she now has. 
John Randolph in one of his letters desired me to remember him to the best and to 
the wisest man in America, intending to denote by the one, Francis 8. Key, then 
living in Georgetown, and Rufus King, a senator hen New York, who with myself 
and others made his abode there during many sessions of Congress. 


Extract from a speech of Mr. Clay at the 10th Annual Meeting of the Society held in 
the Hall of the House of Representatives on the th of January, 1827. 


“Tn allusion to the death of Mr. Caldwell, it is, now, said Mr. Clay, a little upwards 
of ten years, since a religious, amiable, and benevolent resident of this city, first con- 
ceived the idea of planting a Colony, from the United States, of free people of color 
on the Western shores of Africa. e isno more ; and the noblest eulogy which could 
be pronounced on him, would be to inscribe upon his tomb, the merited epitaph : 
“Here lies the projector of the American Colonization Society.”” Among those to 
whom he communicated the project was the person who has now the honor of ad- 
dressing you. My first impressions like those of all who have not fully investigated 
the subject, were against it. They yielded to his earnest persuasions and my own re- 
flections ; and I fully agreed with Lie that the experiment was worth a fair trial. A 
meeting of its friends was called, organized as a deliberate body and a constitution 
was formed. The Society went into operation. He lived to see the most encourag- 
ing progress in its exertions and died in full confidence of its complete success.” 

ore than twelve months after the formation of the American Colonization Society, 
I first heard of Doctor Finley, whom I never knew personally, and that to him was 
imputed the origin of the Colony in Africa, then, and for some time afierwards, with- 
out a name. 

The recollection of Mr. Clay disclosed in his touching allusion to the death of Mr. 
Caldwell, corresponds with the facts, I have stated, on my own recollection. Un- 
willing as I am, to take from the venerable clergyman, whose name I have mentioned, 
any credit whatever, that may be due to his memory ; tho it were to enhance that 
of my native State, to whom, I have, on all occasions, at all times, hitherto, as- 
cribed the origin of the first public resolution adopted by any legislative body, what- 
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The Legislature of Virginia which usual- 
ly meets on the first Monday in December, 
re-assembled in 1816, on 17th November. 

Although no time was lost in preparing 
theresolution, which with someslight modi- 
fication was subsequently adopted, there 
were two influential members of the House 
of Delegates, of whose support there was 
some doubt. i 
of them, the resolution was kept back until 
the 12th of December, while its author was 
diligently employed in making interest for 
its success. o 

For greater despatch, it was ed 
by a motion to close the doors of the House 
of Delegates, so that it was submitted for 
consideration in secret session, and 
adopted after the debate of a day, by a 
majority of 132 votes out of 146. On the 
14th of December, the injunction of se- 
crecy was reraoved, and the resolution sent 
up to the Senate. It passed that body, 


At the express desire of one || 


| after a delay occasioned by other business, 
| on the 23d of December, with but one dis- 
| senting voice. Such is a detailed, and I fear 
| to my audience a very tedious history of 
the Virginia resolution. It without 
any knowledge of a movement in Washing- 
ton to form an American Colonization 
| Society, or of the existence of Dr. Finley. 

During its consideration in the House 
of Delegates, I received a letter from Mr. 
Key, which did [ now possess it would 
save a part of my present narrative. I lent 
the letter to Captain Richard F. Stockton, 
| one of the present senators from the State 
of New Jersey, many years ago, on learn- 
ing frem him in this city, that he intended 
to write a history of our Colony ; and with 
it 1 gave him for his use, a small collection 
of works on Africa, which with the journal 
of the lamented Mills, furnished the basis of 
‘the appendix to the 2d and 3d Annual 








| Reports. 





ever, relative to African Colonization, [ cannot resist the evidence which I have 
here furnished of the true origin of the colony of Liberia. 


But my narative would be ve 
more efficient agency must be acknowl] 
ginate and sustain our Afmcan Colony. 


imperfect, if it stopped here. Another and a much 


, to have afforded its necessary aid, to ori- 


Before I trace its action, allow me to say, 


that | think it more than doubtful, if the creation of the Colonization Society, whether 


through the agency of the pious Caldwell, 
in any respect whatever, the cause of African Colonization. 


has at all advanced 


or of Doctor gs por semanas 
t certainly s e 


all the States south of 


ere of Virginia who had not foreseen it, and it aroused the opposition not only 


some of her leadi 


statesmen, but of those of nearl 
Virginia, to see a subject of such vital interest to them all, 


rown open to the public 





discussions and acts of a society spread through the United States, and to the interfer- 
ence of other counsellors and agents than their own Governments. Some ill judged 
speeches, at more than one annual meeting of the Society, and some public essays, early 
arrayed all those legislatures including that of Georgia, against our enterprise. It is 
therefore by no means certain, that many Colonies would not have been earlier ted, 
and more securely fortified against external , if the several States had been left, and 
either separately or in conjunction with the United States, to act upon the subject. 
Maryland has rig yt ! since 1825, and with success. One truth, I 

next to establish, that the Colonization Society founded, as it was obviously, on the 
Virginia resolution of December. 1816, must have by wy failed in its purpose, but 
for the direct as well as incidental aids afforded it by the United States Government. 

As soon as the Colonization Society was organized, which was not until Ist of 
January, 1517, by the election of its officers, and I was released from other duties, I 
prounslet through the several counties of the Congressional district which I then 
represented to form societies auxiliary to that of Wi ton. These were in like man- 
ner multiplied in two of the adjacent districts, although in one of them not without en- 
countering marked hostility. So effectual was this in the town of Frederi . 
that a most respectable Society organized on the morning of one day was dissolved 
by common consent the very next. 

The exploring expedition of Messrs. Mills and having been started on 
borrowed funds, in order to replace them I went to Baltimore in the summer of 3818, 
pce sg fe A pater th a pe. of that bf Nes eco pr «0 pee cade gga 

 T obtain Prager oeeeoten slong De poneee tee iption 
S00 detiars The Re Mr. {new Bishop) Sie ot Veerinia, at the same time 
procured a subscription som larger, chiefly from his own wealthy relatives and 
neighbors in the County of Frederick. two sums far euseoted in amount 
all that was subscribed elsewhere prior to the return of Mr. Burgess from Africa 
a oe ae ren ee 
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I twice wrote to Captain Stockton for the 
letter of Mr. Key, but understood from 
him, that he could not find it. 

But after discharging the expenses at- 
tendant on the voyages of Messrs. Mills 
and Burgess, by way of England, to Af- 
rica, and of the return of Mr. Burgess by 
the same circuitous route, of what avail 
could the small unexpended residue, less 
than 3,000 dollars, of those subscriptions, 
but partially collected, in planting a colony 
of sufficient strength for their own protec- 
tion on the desert and savage coast of Af- 
rica ; although still frequented by the ac- 
cursed slave trade. 

The report of Mr. Mills represented 
the island of Sherbro near Sierra ne, as 
a suitable site for the contemplated co- 
lony ; but three — had elapsed, and the 
actual receipts of the treasury of the So- 
ciety manifested its total inability to set on 
foot such an enterprise. No return of 
those receipts and of the expenditures of 
the Society was made to any annual meet- 
ing, prior to the 4th; when from the 
Treasurer’s accounts it sepeneet, that very 
littie more than 9,000 dollars had been 
received by him ; and that in a period of 
14 months, following the 2]st of January, 
182] ; he had received of new subscriptions 
less than 750 dollars. 

The Virginia resolution of 1816 had 
never been communicated to the General 
Government, officially, nor to the Repre- 
sentatives of the State of Virginia in 
Congress. 

President Madison went out of office on 
the 3d of March, 18]7. but never it is 
believed received that resolution. Mr. 
Monroe who succeeded him the ensuing 

day, certainly never did. What became 
of it, 1 have yet to learn. To its fate 
ithe following facts may afford some key. 
A very eminent and influential member of 
‘the House of Delegates had evidently 
yielded but a reluctant assent to the Vir- 
‘ginia resolution. He represented Africa as 
.a sand barren, its natives as ferocious sav- 
and the cost of a from Vir- 
ja.to Africa, as not less than 200 dollars 

r each emigrant who might be sent there. 
He avowed his preference of the North 
West Coast of the U.S. for the site of 


the proposed colony, and to avoid his | 


objections to Africa, and to obtain his vote, 
the words “‘or elsewhere” were inserted 
in the Virginia resolution causing it to 
read ‘‘Afnica or elsewhere,”? though with 
no design whatever on the part of its 
friends to surrender their preference of that 
continent for the site of their colony, 
ince other considerations closely allied 
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to the ex ed object of the resolution, 
conspired to recommended Africa to their 
favorable regard. The distinguished gen- 
tleman who preferred a different location, 
but voted for the resolution, was in 1828 
a representative of Virginia in the Senate 
of the United States, and becameas a mem- 
ber of the committee on foreign relations 
of that body, the author of a printed 
report of twelve closely printed , cn 
various memorials, and sundry resolutions 
to Con- 
gress the American Colonization Society, as 
a proper object of the national bounty and 
protection. This jer elaborate report, 
wound up with the following paragraph 3 
**Much better would it be, for the peace and 
** good order of sociely, if the government 
*« instead of lending its aid, and extending 
‘* ist protection to such an institution,’’(re- 
* ferring to the American Colonization So- 
«* ciety,) ‘should take the whole subject, 
**atonce in its own hands, and regulate 
** it in the customary mode, by agents 
* directly nsible to the people and to 
«« the States. This, however, the committee 
** believe the United States cannot and ought 
** not to do; and as they cannot assist, the 
** ought not to countenance the plans of su 
** an institution ; but should leave it to be 
** dealt with by the several State sovereign- 
** ties, as to their wisdom may seem best.” 
Without approving of the views of this 
report, which arrives at conclusions so 
much at war with the opinions of two emi- 


nent Jud Marshall and Washi “<i 
both of inia—and of three Presidents— 
Jefferson, Madison and Monroe of the 


same States—they may serve to account 
for the total suppression of the Virginia 
resolution of December, 1816, notwithstan- 
ding its almost unanimous support by the 
1 ure. The report of the committee 
of the Senate announced in its amendment 
the fact, that Georgia, who first favored 
the benevolent es ge of the Society, had 
shortly after united with South Carolina, 
in protesting against the authority of the 
General Government to favor its operations. 
Even Maryland, as I have said, withdrew 
from the t Society her funds when 
tly needed, in order to establish at 
Cape an independent Colony in 
the vicinity of Cape Montserado, and at 
the meridian of the resources of the Parent 
Society in men as well asin money. Al- 
enh Maryland still acted in union with 
LY paws Society of her own citizens ; and 
it is presumed by their advice. And now 
to Ae ag to my narrative. 
ile the American Society, as I have 
shown, remained on the return of Mr. 
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Burgess from Africa, paralyzed for want | 
of funds to carry on its operations, an | 
event occurred, which through its ultimate 
consequences, afforded it unlooked for re- 
lief. William H. Crawford, Secretary 
of the Treasury, and Vice President of 
the Society, read in a Georgia newspaper 
an advertisement for the sale of more than 
30 African captives, who had been recent- 
ly liberated froma slave ship, and communi- 
eated the intelligence of the actual sale 
of a greater number similarly cireumstan- 
ced; the proceeds of which sales, to the 
amount of 50,000 dollars, yet rested in the 
State Treasury unappropriated. This start- 
ling intelligence doubtless astonished 
others, as itdid me. Mr. Crawford re- 
commended that the rs of the 
American Colonization Society should im- 
mediately appoint an agent to repair to 
Milledgeville without delay, in order to 
arrest the sale of the captives recently 
advertised ; and believing those already 


sold to be irrecovably lost, to solicit of | 


the State of Georgia a transfer to the So- 
ciety, for its benevolent use, of the 
$50,000 lying in the treasury of the State. 

The act of gia of 1819 authorizing 


those apparently very extraordi pro- || 


ceedings, expressly provided that if prior 
to any sale, of any recaptured slaves, 
the Colonization Society would undertake 
to remove them to Africa, or any foreign 
country, and would also repay all expenses 
incurred by the state, in relation to them 
from their capture and condemnation, 
they should be delivered to tie Society 
whose motives this act complimented. 
The Ly open Mr. — y Leer 
ce is agency, astening to Mil- 
ladgerile released, to their very great joy, 
the captives advertised for sale; but 

could neither restore to freedom those 
already sold ; nor obtain the of 


Sere the slave trade led me to 
for the authority under which the act 
passed sub 














and that, in addition to it, which passed on 
the 20th of April, 1818, imposed heavy 
penalties, greatly augmented by the latter, 
upon all persons, who might sell, or pur- 
chase any recaptured African, it placed 
those captives, when brought in to any 
State or territory, at the disposal of its 
Legislature ; and provided that no forfei. 
ture or ty shall attach to any seller, 
or purchaser, under the authority of such 
regulations as the State or territory may 
make. So that in truth, while these acts 
of 1807 and 1818, prohibit the slave trade, 
or the selling or purchasing of any recap- 
tured African Negroes, on private account, 
the several States and Territories were by 
those permitted to carry on the condemned 
“[ecortingly. Rowth Conslion, Georgia, 
Accordi ‘ arolina, Georgi 
Alabama and Louisiana, availed them- 
selves of this permission, and divided the 
profits of the trade, between themselves 
and the captors. In the last three if not 
in all of these States, sales were actually 
made, and the victims of the traffic consign- 


| ed to hereditary slavery, under acts entitled. 
| to prohibit the slave trade. Considering 
| the very liberal compensation allowed to the 


eaptors, it is not to be wondered, that the 
captive negroes were, invariably, taken to 
some one of those states. 

While my friend and former schoolmate, 
Elias B. Caldwell, had all the leisure he 
could command, from his official duty, oc- 
cupied by the correspondence of the Colo- 
nization Society, that of preparing its se- 
cond and third annual reports devolved ‘on 
me as I have stated. Struck with amare- 
ment, at the provisions of laws | had not 
read before, nor conceived ible, I avail- 
ed myself of the opportunity afforded me 
in the second annual report, of earnestly 
sovating the public attention, and especially 
that of my near neighbor and personal 
friend, President Monroe, to the singular 
pam sr | of the title of the acts of Con- 
gress of 1 = p= with veg Pan 
ordinary acts of State legislation. - 
sonal friend, and » Doctor = 
being in December, 1818, a member of the 
Committee on the slave trade, I had no 


difficulty in Sve him, to unite 
with us, in ing a bill to be reported to 
the House of Representatives thiough his 


committee, to repeal the objectionable 
clauses of those acts ; and to render them 
consistent with the avowed policy of the 
vera bill vi 
was 

reported to the House pete Touk oP Jem, 
uary, 1819, a few days after the second an- 
n 
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very large document, had ‘eached the » 
House, by whose order both were to be || 
printed. * 

This bill which afterwards became the || 
act of 1819, effected a total change in the 
pre-existing laws on the subject of the slave | 
trade. It gave additional vigor to the 
Navy, and repealed the authority given to || 
the several States and Territories, to dis- || 
pose of the captives made by it, at their |' 
pleasure. It left in full force the forfeiture || 
of not less than $3000, and the penalty of || 
not less than three years imprisonment for 
selling or purchasing one of the captives. 
[t allowed to the captors, for every negro 
liberated from slave ships and landed in 
the United States, a bounty of twenty-five 
dollars : it provided that all such liberated 
Africans should be taken under the spe- 
cial protection and care of the marshals of 
the several States and Territories, and 
maintained at the expense of the United 
States, until they could be restored to their 
native country. It authorized the Presi- 
dent to appoint one or more agents residin 
on the African coast, to receive them, an 
appropriated 100,000 dollars to carry the 
act into effect. 

The bill awaited the return of the second | 
annual report from the press, and after- 
wards, sleptin the committee of the whole, 
in the absence of Doctor Floyd, who had, 
by leave of the House, gone to his distant | 
home, in Virginia, in consequence of the | 
ill health of a member of his family. At 
length, on the first of March, it had made 
so many friends, that a motion prevailed 
to postpone all the prior orders of the day 
to take it up, in committee of the whole, 
whence it was the next day reported, and 
came up for debate. 

The chairman, a member from South 
Carolina, in whose hands it was deemed to 
be, officially, Doctor Floyd being still ab- 
sent, urged me to abandon it, on the ground 
that it was too late in the session, to ex- 
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| On the 2d of 
| it was carried over to the Senate, on the 


(May, 





pect it to pass both Houses, and that he 
deemed it less efficient than the existing 
law, since it greatly reduced the compen- 
sation of the captors of the enslaved ne- 
groes ; and, to that extent diminished the 
incentives of our naval officers to a zealous 
discharge of their duty. 

To this appeal, I could not assent. The 
bill readily passed through the committee 
of the whole ; and the same day, through 
the House, also, notwithstanding an effort 
made by a Virginia member to defeat it. 
arch, the day ensuing, 


third, the day after, returned to the House, 
with an amendment, in which the House 
immediately concurred, and at _— be- 
came alaw by theapproval ofthe ident. 

I have been thus particular, Mr. Chair- 
man, in recitimg the history of this act of 
Congress, because I ascribe to its 
and the construction which it received 
from the President, the success of the Col- 
ony, now the Republic of Liberia. In 
this opinion, I am sustained by the judge- 
ment of the Society itself, pronounced 
when this Republic received its name of 
Liberia, and its chief city and present 
capital, that of Monrovia, at the instance 
of one of the first orators that Virginia, 
his native State, has produced. [ mean 
Robert Goodloe Harper, then a private 
citizen of Maryland though once her Sena- 
tor in Congress, and at an earlier period of 
his life an inhabitant of South Barolina, 
and for some years one of her representa- 
tives in the same body.f 

On the 17th of December, following the 
act of March, 1819, and shortly after his 
annual message, the President, by a special 
communication to each House of Congress, 
informed them that ‘some doubt bei 
“entertained, respecting the meaning of 
* theact of last session,‘in addition to the acts 
** prohibiting the Slave Trade,’ he thought 
‘* proper to state the interpretation he had 








“By attaching the reports to memorials as accompanying documents the Society was 
saved a considerable expense in printing the first three annual reports w'th their volumi- 


nous appendixes. 


+Extract from the proeeedings of the 7th annual meeli 


in the Capitol on Friday 


held af the Supreme Court Room 
the 20th , 1824. 


Gen!. Harper having named the Colony Liberia, with the approbation of the meet- 


ing, again rose and said: 
but with a different object. 


*‘I will now offer another resolution of a stmilar claracter, 
it is not only to give a name to the principal town in 








our infant settlement, but at the same time to mark the gratitude of this Society to that 
venerable and distinguished individual to whom it is more indebted, than to any other 
single man. It is perfectly well known, that but for the favorable use he has been 
pleased to make of the great powers confided to him (a use as wise as it was liberal) 
ali our attempts and effurts must have been unavailing, No means that we 
oe could have possessed would have proved adequate without his aid. Asan acknow- 
ledgment for his high and useful services, 1 make the following motion: 

esotved, that the town laid out and established at Liberia be called and known 




















1853. ] Address of the Hon. Charles Fenton Mercer. 149 








«given it, and the measures intended to || construction of this act continued through 
‘‘ carry it into effect; that Congress | the residue of his service and the whole 
«* may should it bedeemed advisableamend || of his immediate successor’s, together a 
‘it before further proceeding is had under || period of more than 10 years, isa sufficient 
«it. To the President’s liberal interpreta- || evidence of the correspondence of that 
tion, which though literal, was not less | construction with the views which dictated 
just than indispensably necessary to the || the act itself. The 4th auditor makes it 
due execution of the act, and the acquittal || in his letter a subject of complaint, that 
of the Government of the United States, | in August, 1830, rather more than 264,000 
from the gross neglect of a solemn duty, || dollars had been expended, under the act ; 
many exceptions were taken more than || with which, allow me to add, that if 
ten yearsafter, in a letter of a 4th Au-|)the sum which has subsequently been 
ditor, to the Secretary ef the Navy, spread || disbursed on the same account, be 
over not less than seven pages, and made || included — with the more recent ap- 
a public document, to accompany Presi- || propriation of $37,000 on account of the 
dent Jackson’s annual message of Decem-| 700 Africans liberated at Liberia, from 
ber, 1830. Among other criticisms, this | the Slave ship Pons, it is highly probable, 
extraordinary documnent—extmerdinary | that the total expenditure under the act 
considering the subordinate station of its | of 1819, exceeds $350,000. 
writer—presumes to say, nothing is more | If, Mr. Chairman, we now turn our 
evident to my mind, than that a large || attention to the receipts of the American 
ortion of these expenditures(authorised by || Colonization Society, which its annual 
resident Monroe) is not justified by the | reports show for fourteen months, between 
language or object of the act of 1819. It | the 2ist of January, 1821, and of March, 
would seem (says this writer, the fourth || 1822, to have amounted to but $746, or 
auditor,) that the terms of the act were || indeed the total revenue from private 
hardly sufficient to authorize the establish- || subscriptions, and donations, for the first 
ment of a colony, owing allegiance to five years of the existence of the Society, 
the United States, and entitled to protec- || it will be seen how worse than futile it 
tion, if even ‘* Congress itself possess a || would have been to attempt to found a 
right to authorise such an establishment ’’ | colony in Africa upon such a narrow and 
** It may be thought that the Government || uncertain basis. In this period the Amer- 
had done all it legitimately could when it | ican Government applied to our use, in 
returned the recaptured negroes to the | effect, near one hundred thousand dol- 
shores of their native continent. Yet the || lars, one third of which sum was placed 
writer adds, “It is not, however, my pro- | in the hands of our Agent, Mr. Bacon, by 
vince, to recommend any measure of cur- || order of Mr. Monroe, before the first colon- 
tailment to the Navy Department.’? Mod- || ists, but 88 in number, left New York. 
eration in the auditor certainly deserving | Without this or an equivalentaid from some 
of commendation. He admits also that || other quarter, the Elizabeth never would 
‘*a different construction had been given | have sailed for Africa, and had the construc- 
to the act by the Government itself.’’ tion of the 4th auditor in his letter of 
The silent acquiescence of both Houses | August, 1830, communicated to Congress 
of Congress in President Monroe’s liberal | with apparent approval by the President. of 

















by the name of Monrovia as an acknowledgment of the important benefits conferred 
on the settlement by the present illustrious chief magistrate, of the United States. 

This compliment, so well merited, reflected no [::tle credit on its author : and, as 
evidence of an important fact is the more to be regarded, since Genl. Harper, a distin- 
guished leader of the Federal party during the administrations of both Washington, 
and the elder Adams, had never been a political, or personal triend of James Monroe. 
With this tesumony, how singularly does that contrast, which is to be derived from a 
very eloquent speech of Mr. Morehead reported in a public document of 1088 pages. 
In the month of February, 1820, he eloquently tells the society a small vessel left the 
harbor of New York, ona voyage across the Atlantic. She was the American ship 
Elizabeth, her we 88 emancipated Slaves. Her place of destination, the western 
coast of Africa. ho ear the expedition ? Who chartered the Elizabeth? who 
furnished her cargo? The Government of the United States or the Government of 7 
State or territory of the American Union? Had I been present, | must have replied, 
James Monroe, who, of the $100,000 provided by the act of 1819, appropriated more 
than $30,000 to the use of this expedition, without which it would never have left the 
American shore. The eloquent orator’s reply ascribes it, exclusively, to private indi- 
viduals ; and so has it been ‘ever since, as it was long before, fashionable to ascribe its 
origin and even its suggestion to a venerable gentleman of New Jersey. 
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the United States, who was also a Vice 
President of the American Colonization 
Society, in 1830, prevailed in Congress, in 
1819, the Colony of Liberia would never |) 
have existed. 

May I not, therefore, ascribe to James 
Monroe, the successful prosecution of || 
our enterprise? Must it not have failed 
without the aid which he afforded us? 
It was not by the warranted application 
of the public money alone that he manifes- 
ted his zeal for our noble cause, which he 
properly regarded as the cause of Africa 
and America, of more than half the globe 
which we inhabit. 

Can the Society have forgotten that the 
colony of more than 80 colored emigrants 
who had embarked in the Elizabeth, lost 
in a short time by death, twenty-one of 
their number; along with our own, and 
the Government Agents, Bacon, Bankson 
and Crozier? that the remaining colonists 
fied from the cupidity of the natives, led 
on by the traitor Kizell, for protection and | 
succor, to the British settlement of Sierra | 
Leone? That their little vessel had been | 
wrecked and their stores exhausted, when 
Captain Wadsworth, under the orders | 
of the President, arrived for their relief, re- | 
paired their small schooner by the labor | 
of his own seamen, and from the stores of | 
himself and wardroom officers supplied | 
all their wants ; while by his kind sympathy | 
comforted them jin their affliction, and | 
reanimated their hopes? That Captain | 
Stockton following under like orders and | 
accompanied by the United States Colo- | 
nial Agent, Doctor Ayres, sailed down the | 
African Coast in quest of a new home for | 
the surviving colonists,and purchased at the | 
distance of several hundred miles, the 
healthy promontory of Montserado, and | 
planted them there? That Captain Spence, | 
succeeding them with like orders, aided by 
forty Kroomen, built for them a martello 
tower of stone, while expdésed to most | 
imminent danger, from the 1 furiated na- | 
tives ; and renewing their exhausted sup- | 
plies, left them in security and comfort? 

Those gallant and generous officers in | 
performing those acts of charity doubtless 
followed the dictates of their own benevo- 
lent hearts, while they acted in conformity 
to the express orders of an administration 
of which James Monroe was the chief, 
with a cabinet, some of whom doubted the 
interpretation which he gave to the act of 
1819, and were indeed no friends of Afri- 
can Colonization. 

Mr. Chairman, may | not be permitted 
here to express my sincere regret, the onl 
regret I could feel, while I listened wit 











unfeigned delight, to the eloquent gentle- 


man who first addressed us, that, in an 
enumeration of our first and most illustri- 
ous chief magistrates, beginning as he 
properly did where very American points, 
at Weshinguon, he ended with the * awe of 
Madison. I would. he had added that of 
his immediate successor. He was in truth 
the only one of them all who had shed 
his blood in defence of the liberty of 
his country. He had also healed the 
wounds inflicted by party discord on the 
integrity of our Union, in the second con- 
test with the same foe. In a long and 
prosperous administration, he persecuted 
no man for difference of opinion from him- 
self. He made no political hypocrites by 
encouraging the loud plaudits of parti- 
zans ; or stifling the voice of manly oppo- 
sition. To him political prostituuon was 
no recommendation for official reward. 
Yet were there many of his fellow citizens, 
and I among the number, who prior to his 
first term of service, would have preferred 
another candidate. Yet had he conducted 
his administration for the four years of his 
first term of service, with so much wisdom, 
prudence, firmness and moderation, that 
at its close throughout all the Electoral 
Colleges, but a single voice was heard 
against his re-election. 

He alone of all the successors of Wash- 
ington, approached within one vote of 
that unanimity which twice elevated the 
father of his country to the same exalted 
siation. Nor, though he had Jong filled 
the highest offices which his country could 
confer on him, did he decline the lowest 
as beneath his acceptance. 

He passed to the convention of Virginia 
over which hepresided in 1829, from the per- 


| formance of the humble though useful du- 


ties of a simple county justice of the peace, 
and again returned to them from that con- 
vention in 1830, with a broken constitution 
that hurried him to his grave. In all his 
relations of life, public and private, abroad 
and at home, from 1801, to the period of his 
death on the 4th of July, 1831, | knew him 
personally, and most intimately ; and | do 
solemnly bear witness to the unblemished 
purity of his life. 

But had his patriotic and benevolent 
labors been limited to the single cause of 
African Colonization of which he was 
the effective founder and steady patron, 
he would have earned a fame destined, 
we may hope, to increase from year to 
year, and broad as that vast continent. 

{tis not my wish, Mr. Chairman, to take 
from others their just share of reputation, 
while I demonstrate that the whole scheme 
of African Cglonization had, as regards 
both its objects and its actors, a southern 
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origin. To the first African colonists | I well recollect his return home from his 
themselves ; to Coker, and Carey, and | first voyage with a broken constitution, 
their associates in the Elizabeth—to the | a complexion so discolored, that he might 
numerous agents, and pious missionaries | well have been mistaken for one of the 
who gave their lives to Africa, and above | sable race for which he had so long and so 
all to Ashmun, by whose wisdom, indus- || zealously labored. 

try and perseverance in the civil adminis- | Mr. Chairman, the avowed object of the 
tration of the colony, order was elicited || Virginia resolution of Dec., 1816, was the 
from confusion: by whose indomitable | removal to Africa of the free culored popu- 
courage and conduct, amidst the most | lation of the State who might desire 
threatening danger, the Colony was twice) such an asylum, and of such of her 
saved from destruction by its savage neigh- | slaves as their mastefs might please to 
bors—immeasurable praise will forever be | emancipate. It was the renewal, as I 
awarded. It is not for me, however, to |; have shown you, of an effort secret!y made, 
presume to mete out the quantum of ap- || twelve years before.* When disappointed 
plause due to such a generous friend of | in that effort from causes not yet satis- 
such a downtrodden continent; though | factorily explained as | think, she prohibited 
before I quit this grateful theme, aliow me | all further emancipation of slaves unless 
to distinguish one, now seated in my view, immediately followed by removal from the 
to whom the little council who first met | State under an inhibition never to return. 
in the Gallery of the House of Represen- | The date and motives of this policy are 
tatives, transferred their labors for Africa, | engraven on my memory, as it obliged me 
as soon as the American Colonization So-| to hasten the emancipation of several of 
ciety was able to maintain an official) my own servants, whom I had bound 
Agent. I refer to my estimable and pious | out for the benefit of instruction in some 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Gurley, who twice | useful art or occupation, and were not yet 
visited that continent, undeterred by a| old enough to provide for themselves. Such 
climate so well suited to its native sons, | had been the desire While living, of one 
and their descendants, but most fortu-| whose wishes [ was bound to respect. 
nately for them, so fatal to the white man. | It was a hard lot to be obliged to decline 











*In 1786, from his retirement at Monticello, Mr. Jefferson issued to the world in his 
notes on Virginia, a plan of emancipating and colonizing all the colored race in Virginia, 
accompanied by the most animated appeal to the justice and humanity of his native 
State 


On the 31st of December, 1800, the House of Delegates of Virginia ed a resolu- 
tion requesting Governor Monroe to correspond with the President of the United States 
on the subject of purchasing lands beyond the limits of the State ; whither persons ob- 
noxious to the law, or dangerons to the peace of society, may be removed. 

In executing this resolution, the Governor on the tenth of June, 1801, addressed a let- 
ter to Mr. Jefferson, requesting information, ‘* whether any friendly power will be 
disposed to facilitate the measure, by co-operating in its accomplishment.” We per- 
ceive an existing evil, which commenced under our colonial system, with which we are 
not properly chargeable, or if at all, notin the present degree, and we acknowledge 
the extreme difficulty of correcting it. At this point the mind rests with suspense, and 
surveys with anxiety obstacles which become more serious as we approach them. 

To the letter from which the preceding passages are extracted Mr. Jefferson replied 
oe bn 4 24th of November following, in a long letter from which these sentences are se- 
ec — 

‘1 had not,” he says, ‘* been unmindful of your letter covering a resolution of the 
House ot Delegates. You will perceive that some circumstances connected with the 
subject, and necessarily presenting themselves to view, would be improper, but for your 
and the legislative ear.”’ 

‘* Africa would offer a last and undoubted resort, if all others more desirable, should 
Sail us. Whenever the Legislature of Virginia shall have its mind to a point, so 
that 1 may know what to propose to foreign authorities, I will execute their wishes 
with fidelity and zeal.”’ 

In communicating to the General Assembly on the 21st of December, 1801, this letter, 
from which the precedi re literally extracted, the Governor concludes: It 
is proper to add, that it is the wish of the President that the communication be considered 


the 23d of January, 1802, the Senate concurred in a resolution which had passed 
the House of Delegates seven days before, with a preamble, expressing a preference of 
Africa, or South America, for the contemplated colony, and requesting the renewal of 
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freedom, or to accept it on such terms— 
and when I came afterwards to learn from 
personal observation the actual condition 
of the free colored population of the north, 
I thought that lot still harder, for I 
was taught by a!] that I heard or saw, to 
consider the condition of a free negro 
in one of the free States as they are called, 
much worse than that of the southern 
slave, who has not a tyrant for his master. 

The reasons on which I ground this 
opinion, { have not on the present occa- 
sion, time to relate. 

By many, perhaps by the far greater 
part of my audience, these reasons are 
already well understood, and properly ap- 
preciated. Sir, although I consider slavery 
an evil, and so far differ from a modern 
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thirty years ago—] am so far from being 
an abolitionist in the sense in which that 
term is now currently used, that were all 
the slaves of my native State liberated to- 
morrow, 1 would promptly surrender to 
them my birth right and the bones of my 
race for generations past, to seek for my- 
self a home beyond her limits. One of 
my most earnest hopes in giving to Afri- 
can Colonization more than four years of 
= life, more than in all human proba- 
bility now remains, was to furnish for 
the benefit of ail classes of our southern 
population facilities for emancipation 
without enduring a greater evil than 
slavery itself. Until | learn that Massa- 
chusetts has repealed her laws inhibiting 
intermarriage between her white and col- 








opinion unheard of in Virginia at least |ored population—that those races are 


the Governor’s correspondence with the President, in order to obtain a place without the 
limits of the United States, to which free negroes and mulattoes and such as may be 
emancipated may be sent or choose to remove, as a place of asylum. 

On the 27th of December, 1804, Mr. Jefferson addressed a letter to Governor Page, the 
successor of Mr. Monroe, in which, resuming the subject of the Virginia resolutions, 
and referring to others of February, 1804, he writes, ‘‘I have it not in my power to say 
‘* that any change of circumstances has taken place, which enables me yet to pro 
** any specific asylum for the persons who are the subjects of our correspondence. The 
« Island of St. Domingo, our nearest and most convenient resource, is too unsettled in 
** the conditions of existence, and the European Nations have territories in the same 
‘* quarter, and possess the same population Whether the inhabitants of our late acqui- 
‘* sitions, beyond the Mississippi, or the National Legislature would consent thata portion 
‘¢of that country should be set apart for the persons contemplated, it is notin my com- 
‘* petence tosay. My information as to Sierra Leone is that the company was propo- 
‘* sing to deliver up that Colony to the Government. Should this take place it might 
‘¢ furnish occasion for another effort to procure an incorporation of owrs with it. An at- 
‘* tack during the war hasdone this settlement great injury.”’ The President concludes : 
‘*f beg you to be assured that, having the object of the House of Delegates sincerely 
at heart, I will keep it under my constant attention, and omit no occasion of giving it 
effect.’’ But the General Assembly had already declared its preference of Africa, and 
Sierra Leone was but a point on its extensive coast where at no moment could it have 
been difficult, as experience has shown, to procure territory for such a colony. 

Again, on the 22d of January, 1805, the Virginia Legislature being disappointed in its 
appeal to Mr. Jefferson for aid, passed a fourth resolution, ‘‘ instructing their Senators, 
and requesting their Representatives in Congress, to exert their best efforts, for the pur- 
pose gi obtaining, from the General Government, a competent portion of ‘Territory in 
the country of Louisiana, to be appropriated to the residence of such people of color, 
** as have been or shall be emancipated in Virginia.’’ This resolution was, on the 2d of 
February, 1805, forwarded by the Governor to the Senators and Representatives from 
Virginia, in Congress, with a copy of the preceding correspondence, and a reference 
to the President for more satisfactory information. The Governor terminates his letter 
covering this resolution, with the following singular caution: ‘ From the nature of the 
delicate business contemplated in the resolution, you will see the propriety of its being 
considered confidential.” 

How ended the persevering efforts of Virginia? for of the action of her Representa- 
tives in Congress after her resolution of 1805 there is no record, that [ have seen. 
What is more remarkable, in the year 1811 from the same retirement from which the 
‘* Notes on Virginia’ had issued, Mr. Jefferson in reply to a letter from Mr. John 
Lynd, after referring to his efforts prior to 1804, to accomplish the object of the Vir- 
ginia resolutions, takes no notice of the resolution of 1805, but in reply to Mr. Lynd’s 
enquiry ‘* whether he would use his endeavors to procure such an establishment as Ann 
Milfllin proposed on the African coast, security against violence from other persons, 
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blended to the north in social intercourse, , but acquire for himself wealth and honor, 
are mingled together in the civil and |! and for Africa, his country, distinction 
military administration of the governments || amon the nations of the earth. The 
of the free States, I shall maintain the | Colonization Society has been condemned 
opinion I now express, that freedom to the | because in the pursuit of an attainable 
dove in the United States without coloni- | good, they have not wasted their efforts 
zation is not a blessing but a curse to the | in an impracticable and at least question- 
descendants of Africa both bond and free. || able object. But what, let me ask, has 

Our Society has, in truth, nothing what- | been done for the free colored race in 
ever to do with domestic slavery. It|) America by those who so liberally cen- 
adopts the colored man after he has been || sure us? Have the late acts of the State 
emancipated; and provides for him a | of Indiana benefitted their condition by ab- 
home and a country where he may not || solutely excluding the colored population 
only enjoy freedom with independence, | of the adjacent slave holding States from 


and particularly the French,” writes, ‘* certainly I shall be willing to do any thing I can, 
to give it effect and safety,” and he adds *‘ [ am but ppoe individual, and could only 
use endeavors with individuals ; whereas the National Government can address themselves 
at once, to those of Europe, to obtain the desired security, and will unquestionably be ready 
to exert its influence with these nations fo effect an object so benevolent in itself and so impor- 
tant toga great portion of its constituents; indeed,’? Mr. Jefferson adds emphatically, 
‘* nothing is more to be wished than that the United States should, themselves, undertake to 
make such an establishment on the coast of Africa.’’ In an earlier part of this letter, the 
writer says, ‘* Having long ago made up my mind on this subject, I have no hesitation 
in saying, that I have ever thought that an establishment on the coast of Africa to which 
the free people of color of these States might be colonized, from time to time, under the 
auspices of different governments, the most desirable measure which could be adopted for 
drawing off this part of our population—most advantageous for themselves, and for us.”” 

How much, then, is it to be regretted that Mr. Jefferson had not in January, 1802, 
when the second resolution of Virginia had expressed her preference of Africa, as the 
site of the colony which the State contemplated, and a site of which he had expressly 
approved, as the most desirable, and undoubted resort, availed himself of his great and 
growing popularity, to recommend such an establishment to Congress, or while his 
authority as President of the United States continued, that he had not exerted it to pro- 
cure by negotiation, of some one or more of the numerous tribes on the coast of that 
vast continent as territory which the State, having surrendered her power of treating 
with foreign states, could not herself obtain, without the aid of the General Government. 
Or had he even deferred the exercise of his undoubted authority, so to speak, till his 
re-election had assured him of an augmented popularity and almost unbounded influ- 
ence over the councils of his country, and the public service, had so far exceeded his 
own anticipations that he apprehended danger from an overflowing treasury—what im- 
mense public good might he not have effected not only for his native State, but for the en- 
tire Union. No desire to acquire for the United States sovereignty over a distant ter- 
ritory or danger to the constitution for its admission into our Union, stood in the way 
of the success of such a negotiation, and one thousandth part of the cost of Louisiana 
would have opened the doors to that plan of colonization, which he seems to have 
cherished from 1786 to 1810, a period of five and twenty years, 

In 1819, Mr. Monroe in effect accomplished with the implied sanction of both Houses 
of Congress, for 100,000 dollars, the actual establishment, which Virginia had so long 
desired, in conformity with her renewed resolution of 1816. But the mere purchase of 
the Territory of Montserado did not cost Captain Stockton and Mr, Ayres, the colo- 
nial agents, a twentieth of the sum appropriated by the act of March, 1819. 

What might not have become the aduion of Virginia by this time, whose free col- 
ored population by the census of 1800, very little exceeded 20,000, and whose whole 
slave population to be less than 346,000, provided her efforts to colonize them in Af- 
rica had not then been frustrated. _lnstead of being reduced to the painful necessity 
of prohibiting emancipation in 1805, had the door to African colonization been thrown 
open then, as she most earnestly, and repeatedly, solicited through the only power to 
which she could apply for aid, what might she not have accomplished for, her free 
colored population, now swelled to 54,333, for her slaves, now augmented to 472,528, 
and for Africa, the continued victim of the slave trade, for a period not yet ended of 
more than half a century. 
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her territory? What will the measures 
now contemplated by Illinois and Ohio, 
effect for their benefit? What do the in- 
habitants of Mercer county in the last of 
these States propose for their relief? In 
violation of all law, they forcibly deny 
them a domicil in their vicinity, and have 
in fact. expelled and dispersed those from 
Virginia who recently sought an asylum 
in their country. 

Every man innocent of crime has a right 
to dweil some where on the earth. The 
Colonization Society have sought to pro- 
cure a home for the degraded free negro, 
now become the object of universal perse- 
cution, Sir, there is not a State of our 
Union which is not deeply interested in the 
objects of the Colonization Society, and | 
should not strive to promote them. Es- | 
pecially do these interests press upon 
those States who, like Indiana, are already 
aware of the inconvenience, to say nothing 
of the danger to the public peace, of mul- 
tiplying in their bosom a population whom 
they will not admit to all the rights of free- 
men. 

How would the North relish a transfer 
to their Territory, instead of Africa, of 
the 250,000 free negroes of the South and | 
West, to say nothing of the slaves that 
may yet be emancipated on condition of | 
their removal to the free States of the | 
North. Canada already complains of | 
their obtrusion upon their own iaheopienble 
climate. 

Another object of the Virginia resolution | 
was the effectual abolition afan odious | 
traffic which had hitherto resisted success- | 
fully the operation of the laws of the 
United States. 

Five American Vessels had been cap- 
tured on the Coast of Africa, and con- 
demned in the year 1820; and 248 Africans 
were in charge of the Marshal of Georgia, 
taken from one ship, sixty otherg were in 
the custody of the Marshal, in the vicini- 
ty of Savannah, while 40 or 50 more had 
been sent out of the State; in the language 
of the Secretary of the Navy. under what 
orders it js not known. he Comman- 
der of the United States Ship Cyane, re- 

rted to the same officers from off Sierra 
oom that the slave trade was carried 
to a very great extent, that there were 
probably, he states, 300 vessels on the 
African Coast, engaged in thé traffic, hav- 
ing each two or three sets of papers. 
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revised the law to give us more authority. 
You have no idea how cruelly these poor 
creatures are treated by the monsters en- 
gaged in taking them on the coast. The 
letters of various collectors of the customs 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, at the 
same period, manifested how ineffectual 
were the existing laws to prevent the 
smuggling of slaves into the United States 
from the Gulf of Mexico. 

What, let me further ask, had been ef- 
fected prior to the act of 18/9; further 
abolition of that trade now made piracy 
by our laws, and prohibited under heavy 
penalities as early as the 7th of March, 
1807; by an act to take effect on the Ist 
of January following, though never exe- 
euted till 1818. Nota single slave ship 
had been taken, nor a single African cap- 
tive brought into the United States, prior 
to that year. The Collectors of Saxannah, 
Nova Iberia, Brunswick and Savannah in 
Georgia, of Mobile and New Orleans, 


|| complained in 1818 and 1820, of the con- 


tinued smuggling of African Negroes into 
the adjacent territory of the United States; 
and the Collector, Mr. Chew, of the last 
city, advised the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, that no slave ship, eaptured by our 
Navy, should be brought into Louisiana to 
be condemned, for reasons not very credita- 
ble to the policy, humanity or justice of. 
that State. 

In the very first year after the passage 


|| of the act of 1819; twelve years after the 


act of March, 1807, went into legal opera- 
tion, five slave ships were taken, con- 
demned to forfeiture by the District Courts 
of New York and Massachusetts, and their 
commanders punished by fine and im- 
prisonment. 

The same President, who by his liberal 
construction of that act of 1819, gave ex- 
istence to a colony, which has substituted 
a legitimate commerce along 700 miles of 
the African coast in the fruits of African 
labor, for the odious traffic in the bones 
| and sinews of her children, sought by every 
practicable means that he could conceive, 
| or his friends suggest, to abolish utterly 

this detestable traffic. 

The qualified exchange of the right of 
search with Great Britain, in order to the 
, detection and punishment of the violation 
_of the laws of God and man, did not fail 
th h any fault of his administration 
\t his cabinet was notoriously di- 











sincerely hope, he adds, Government have 


hou, 
vided on the subject.* 





*Mr. Adams expressly referred to this division in a speech which he delivered twenty 


ears after in the House of Representatives. 


In this he assigned to me, with what 


Justice it will be seen, the credit of the rejected treaty, though in no unfriendly manner. 
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The negotiations into which he was |; Republic of Colambia before the dissolution 
requested to enter by a resolution adopted || of her Union, and Great Britain, pro 
with almost unexampled unanimity, in | acceded to his proposal, which had it 
order to make the slave trade piracy under || been universally adopted, would have 
the law of nations, by the universal consent || superceded all special treaties for the ex- 
of all the maritime powers of Europe and | change, however qualified, of the right of 
America, he diligently prosecuted. The search. And why had this laudable effort 





But in truth he laid the foundation of this rejection of the draught of a convention 
which he transmitted to Mr. Rush, with his letter of the 24th of June, 1823. Indeed 
the entire letter breathes a spirit hostile to any treaty. [t begins with a most incor- 
rect statement that the House of Representatives by rejecting an amendment moved to 
the resolution whieh he truly represents to have been the origin of the negotiation, 
indicated hostility to any exchange of the right of search with Great Britain. On the 
very last day of the session, on the 3d of March, 1823, the following resolution was 
moved for consideration. ‘That the President be requested to enter upon and to pro- 
secute from time to time such negotiations with the several maritime powers of Europe 
and America, as he may deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the African slave 
trade and its ultimate denunciation as piracy wnder the law of nations, by the con- 
sent of the civilized world.’”” While this resolution was under consideration and the 
House evidently impatient to pass it, as it did by an overwhelming majority, Mr. 
Robert Wright of Maryiand, moved to insert by way of amendment a provision for 
exchanging the right of search. 

The previous question being called for, was almost unanimously carried. To this 
fact Mr. Adame refers as a rejection of an amendment, and a proof that the House 
was opposed to any exchange of the right of search on any terms. Now it is singu- 
lar enough that the Secretary of State was fully aware that the motive of giving 
the denomination of piracy to the slave trade which he himself had very harsh! 
condemned in the presence of its author, was to dispense with any necessity for sw 
exchange, by incorporating in the law of nations the new denomination of that 
offence, so as to remove the difficulties which the Secretary has thrown in the way of 
any negotiation with the British Government on the subject of search. If made piracy 
by universal consent, then all the consequences of piracy would attach to it.—Search, 
seizure, condemnation and punishment, as in the case of any other piracy. To incor- 
porate in the resolution, therefore, a special ision for any such exchange of that 
right as-Great Britain had sought, and the j » would have been incon- 
sistent with the object of the resolution, and absurd in itself. 

Nor was it true, ws the Secretary stated to Mr. Marsh, that at two preceding ses- 
sions of Congress, there had been no decision by the House of Mee upon 
the resolutions which followed reports in favor of the exchange of qualified right of 
search. That which closed the report of February, 1821, written by Mr. Hemphill 
and myself, in conjunction, was not called up, use he had n opposed to 
any action on the subject, and reluctantly assented to my adding the resolution to the 
report. That report reeommended an exchange of the right of search, to a limited 
extent only, from the Afrirean coast. Its last sentence suggests that ‘ if the slave ships 
are permitted to escape from the African Coast, and to be dispersed to different of 
the world, their capture would be rendered uncertain and hopeless,’’ and so the has 
proved. On the 8th of May, 1820, Mr. Hemphill, being in Philadelphia, two sections 
were moved by me, on behalf of the Committee, by way of amendment to a bill from 
the Senate to make the slave trade piracy. The amendment having prevailed on the very 
next day, the same acting Chairman in Mr. Hemphill’s absence, submitted in behalf of 
the committee, three resolutions. The first of which was a joint resolution, requesting 
the President of the United States to negotiate with all the Governments to which min- 
isters of the United States are accredited, as the means of effecting an entire and imme- 
diate abolition of the slavetrade. It was moved to lay this resolution on the table. The 
motion was overruled by a vote of 78 to 35 members, or more than two to one. A 
motivn was then made to defer it to the next session of Congress, which motion was 
rejected, without a division. It was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time the same day, and being engrossed was passed that day, and sent over to the 


As it contemplated the entire, and immediate, abolition of the slave trade, it obviously 
referred to the amendment of the Senate’s bill moved on the day before, by which the 
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not succeeded? Why, the very effort 
died with the administration of James 
Monroe. Why was it not revived by his 
successors in office? Why is it now 


suspended? The terms of the resolution | 
which I had the honor to move, furnished | 


no ground for limiting the duration of the 
contemplated negotiations. 
Could not the united efforts of Great 


Britain and America revive it with suc- | 


cess? Why should this bedoubted? The 
Quintuple treaty, signed at London in 
1841, between Britain. Austria, Prussia, 
and Russia, expressly declares the slave 
trade to be piracy France withheld her 


assent not from my declaration, but from | 


the treaty which contained other provisions 
that she did not approve. 


|| While denounced by the United States 
|| alone as piracy, the denunciation would 
|| affect America only. But the law of na- 
| tions which derives its origin from the ap- 
plication of the principles of morality to 
communities of men in their sepa- 
| rate political capacity of nations, and from 
their treaties and usages, has its sanction 
in their universal assent or acquiescence.— 
It may be extended or meliorated by the 
| same influence and authority which created 
it. Many centuries have not elapsed 
| since the first modern compendium of its 
' maxims was published to the world. Itis 
not like the laws of the ancient Medes and 
| Persians, unchangeable. And no change 
| of it would redound more to the honor of 
our country than that contemplated by the 





slave trade had been denounced as piracy. But Mr. Adams, it seems, did not so under- 
stand it. The Senators did not adopt the resolution, considering it irregular, on their 
part, to anticipate a negociation by the executive, since they would be committed to 
approve in anticipation a treaty negotiated at their instance. 

t was to avoid this objection that the resolution of March, 1823, passed so unani- 
mously by the House of Representatives, did not ask the concurrence of the Senate 
on its adoption. 

Its whole intention was frustrated for the time atleast by the very singular draught 
of the treaty sent to Mr. Rush, which, if regarded as proposing au exchange of the 
righ of search, went far beyond any report on the subject or intention of the House 
of Representatives, in extending its operation to America, and the West Indies ; and 
if designed, as its title and the terms of its first article professed, to make the slave 
trade piracy, by the law of nations, inconsistent with the almost ananimous sentiment 
of the House to which, in his letter to Mr. Rush, Mr. Adams referred the action of 
the President in instituting any such negotiation. Moreover, the British Government 
had made the slave trade piracy by parliament, as required by Mr, Adams before the 
negotiation was allowed to commence—a requisition which he notices to have been 
repugnant to the feelings of Mr. Canning. It was, on the rejection of the treaty, made 
by him a cause of complaint. 

But without any treaty it was better calculated to meet the views of the House of 
Representatives than the treaty itself, since it left untramelled the denunciation of the 
slave trade as piracy, and rendered it practicable by the same simple denunciation to 
obtain the like assent of all other maritime States. It 1s due to the subject to state that 
in several interviews with Mr. Monroe he expressed extreme anxiety that Great 
Britain would accept the treaty as modified by the Senate, and Lord Palmerston openly 
expressed to me in 1842, his regret that his Government had not done so. 

ith Mr. Monroe’s consent and approbation, I addressed to Mr. Stratford Can- 
ning, who had returned home from the United States, leaving Mr. Adington as 
the representative of his Government in his absence, a letter urging through him on his 
relative, the Minister in London, considerations that could not emanate directly from 
the President, or through his official organ, in favor of the modified treaty. The let- 
ter was read and approved by Mr. Monroe, and in reply to it, { was assured that it 
had been received in the spirit which dictated it, though it did not satisfy the excited 
feelings of the Minister. 

And van there, now that France alone of all the great maritime powers of Europe, holds 
aloof from any international agreement to abolish the slave trade, be any insuperable 
difficulty in successfully renewing the effort to obtain an universal though simple denuncia- 
tion of the slave tradeas piracy? France abolished the slave trade on the return of 
the Emperor, Napoleon, from Elba. Will the present Emperor refuse to follow the ex- 
ample of one so nearly related to him, and whose steps he seeks to tread? France 
who under the Bourbon dynasty, was the first and only christian nation to tender to 
the Colonization Society, through her Minster, De Neuville and the author of this note, 
by a letter published in an appendix to an Annual Report of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, her only territory on the Continent of America for the reception of our 
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resolution to which the House of Repre- || merce shall supplant the root of this evil 
sentatives gave its sanction at the close of || in Africa, and a reliance on other subjec- 
the Session of 1823, by a vote of 131 of || tions of human labor to its use elsewhere, 
its members to a manority of 9 only.— || a revival of the slave trade will be as 
In the language of a report of a committee | impracticable as a reversion to barbarism. 





on the slave trade, it is affirmed that the 
United States in denouncing the African 
slave trade as piracy had established by | 
an act of Congress its true denomination. | 
That the resolution of 1823, contemplated | 
the extension of its principle by negotia- | 
tion to the code of all nations. It de- 
nounced the authors of this stupendous 
iniquity as the enemies of the human race, 
and armed all men with authority to de-| 
tect, pursue, arrest and punish them,— 
Such e measure to succeed, must have a 
beginning somewhere: commencing with 
the assent of any two States to regard it 
as binding on themselves, it would by the 
gradual accession of others, enlarge the 
sphere of its operations until it embraced 
as the resolution contemplated, all the 
maritime powers of the civilized world. 
It made no distinction ee of those 
irates who prey upon the property of 
those who sano, tabeeae, and ill or thes 
sign to hereditary slavery, the persons of | 
their enemies. It is believed that the 
most ancient piracies consisted in converting 
* innocent captives into slaves; and those 
were not attended as these moderna piracies 
with the destruction of a third of their 
victims by loathsome confinement and 
mortal disease. While the modern there- 
fore accords with the ancient denomination 
of this crime, its punishment is not dis- 
proportionate to its guilt. It has robbery 
and murder for its mere accessories, and 
moistens one continent with blood and 
tears, to curse another by physical and 
moral suffering. 

One consolation will attend upon the 
new remedy for this frightful profiie evil. 
Hence successful, it will ever remain so, 
until being unexerted, its practical applica- 
tion will be found in history alone. Can 
it be doubted that if ever legitimate com- 





| 





} 


That after the lapse of a century from its 
extinction, except where the consequences 
_ of this crime shall survive, the oral tradi- 
| tions of the slave trade, among the unletter- 
| ed, will seem as improbable as the expe- 
ditions of the heroes of Homer, whose 
| language has supplied us with the name 
by which our country has been the first to 
denounce this crime. 

Having now, sir, consumed much more 
of your time than [ expected when I un- 
| dertook to perform what I conceive to be 
| a public duty; 1 am aware that in the fre- 

quent allusions to transactions in which I 
| bore a part, I may have subjected myself 
| to the charge of egotism. 

Yet, when it shall be recollected that 
many of those transactions in which I had 
borne a part, have rested for riore than a 
third of a century, in my own knowledge 
and that of a very few intimate friends, 
without an effort, on my part, to publish 
them or profit by their disclosures, in an 
way: that the tedious narrative to whic 
you have so patiently listened is that of 
an old man, who never in his youth, or in 
the vigor of manhood, either for the ac- 
quisition of popular favor or official station, 
played the demagogue or the coartier; who 
voluntarily retired from public life, and 
left for an obscure occupation in a remote 
State, a e whose undiminished con- 
fidence he had enjoyed for thirty years of 
continuous public service in the highest 
station, but one, that they could confer on 
him. Under such circumstances, may he 
not hope to escape so odious an imputa- 
tion, if he has not pride to spurn it, 
under a consciousness of having sought 
to perform @ duty to the living as well as 
to the dead, and above all, to the State 
that gave him birth. 











free colored population gn terms so generous, that through fear of non-acceptance I 
and obtained from M. De Nueville to suppress their disclosure till our African 


Colory should be firmly established. That 


tributor to the funds of our colony, assu 
cause why his country 


ected the proposal from Great Britain to exchange the righ 


erous and amiable Minister, a con- 
me that one and probably the chief 


search, was hostility to the source from whence the proposal came—an hostility which 
arose rather from recently wounded pride than ancient recollections. 
As to the attack on Sierra-Leone during her war with Engiand, it was disavowed b 


her revolutionary 


the letter of Mr. 
May it not then 


mity with the terms of the almost unanimous resolution of 
intermitted, but once 
American people. 


wuunp rae etmenity justice of the 


pe sgh condemned as a wanton aggression, a fact whi 
ec tedew: Jefferson and his answer omit to notice. 
hoped that the Government of the United States will in confor- 


ee are 
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Receipts of the American Colonization Society, 
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